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As a rare book the two volume edition of Captain John Smith’s 
True Travels and General Historie, published at Richmond, Vir- 
ginia in 1819, has long been of some value among bibliophiles. 
From a bibliographical and historical point of view also it has 
received attention as the first American edition’ of one of the 
earliest books on America. The circumstances of its publication, 
however, seem equally as important as the work itself, and are 
interesting for at least two reasons. First, they are proof of an 
antiquarianism of a definite sort among early nineteenth century 
Virginia literati. Second, they show that the publication was part 
of a conscious attempt at founding a native literature. 

The edition was sponsored and edited by two members of the 
Wirt literary circle,? a group already doing creative work in drama, 
poetry, and the personal and political essay. These two men, John 
Holt Rice and Francis Walker Gilmer, were, except for Wirt 





_1 Cf. Sabin, Joseph, Bibliotheca Americana, a Dictionary of books re- 
lating to America. 

2 Under the leadership of William Wirt, Attorney-General of the United 
States, author of The British Spy, Old Bachelor, Life of Patrict Henry, etc. 
® 3 Kennedy, J. P., Life of William Wirt; Parrington, V.L., The Romantic 
Revolution in America; and Trent, W. P., Southern Writers. 
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himself, the best known writers in the city and state. In bringing 
forth Smith’s writings they were trying to develop an interest in 
Virginia’s literary possibilities through a proper appreciation of 
its literary antiquities. Although this was not their only attempt 
to persuade the future to learn from the past, in many respects it 
was their most significant effort. 


I. 


Even a casual glance at the lives of Rice and Gilmer will explain 
their interest in such a publication. John H. Rice is remembered 
as a theologian, as an educator, and as a journalist. A native of 
Bedford county, he had come to Richmond in 1812 as pastor of a 
newly organized Presbyterian church. Quickly earning his fame, 
by 1822 he was offered the presidency of Princeton College; but 
he preferred to remain in Virginia and establish a Southern theolo- 
gical seminary. A man of broad interests, he was in politics a 
Whig and a Unionist. 


In 1818, when Blackwood’s Magazine was a year old and The 
North American Review three years old, Dr. Rice established at 
Richmond The Virginia Literary and Evangelical Magazine.* This 
periodical, a worthy forerunner of The Southern Literary Mes- 
senger, lasted ten years, and in the course of its career presented a 
distinguished and remarkable variety of material. 


Its subject index explains its editor’s as well as its readers’ 
interests. Among the articles in Volume I are “On the True 
Theory of the Universe”, “On Conversation”, and “Remarks on 
the Study of Natural Philosophy”. Volume II contains “Re- 
marks on the Edinburgh Reviewers [Sidney Smith’s] Strictures 
on American Genius’, “Remarks on Historical Novels”, “Present 
Conditions and Prospects of Mohamedan Power”, “Review of 
Medwin’s Conversations of Lord Byron”, “A Review of the Cul- 
tivation of Female Intellect in the United States”, ‘Lord Byron”, 
and “The Literary Spirit of the Age”. 


3 For a good summary of the content of this periodical, cf. Morrison, 
A. J., The Va. Literary and Evangelical Magazine in The Wm. and Mar 
Quarterly, series 2, Vol. XIX, pp. 266-272. The files of the magazine itself, 
however, offer many other items of interest. Almost all the American Bio- 
graphical dictionaries contain sketches of Dr. Rice. [The magazine appears 
also under the titles The Evangelical and Literary Magazine and The Vir- 
ginia Evangelical and Literary Magazine.] 
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These were of general concern. Of more importance here is 
the fact that a large proportion of the magazine’s articles* deal 
specifically with Virginia problems. “The Necessity of a Better 
System of Instruction in Virginia” (Vol. I, no. 6), “Objections 
to the Present Plan of Education, and Some Suggestions for a 
Better” (Vol. II, no. 4), and “Intemperance among the Coloured 
People” (Vol. IX, no. 1) were all subjects dear to Dr. Rice’s heart. 


In the editor’s own words,’ he was working with others for a 
revival of learning in Virginia. The purpose® of the magazine in 
general was “review of the new publications, native and foreign, 
essays on education, remarks on public schools, on morals and 
manners and on national character as affected by religion and liter- 
ature, new discoveries in the sciences and improvements in the 
arts.” The “remarks on public schools”, for example, were a 
direct part of his campaign for the ‘revival’ of literature and 
learning. The great obstacle to learning, Rice felt, was the system 
of public schools for the indigent only. The majority, which 
was the middle class even in Virginia, must be educated; for the 
careless writings of the proportionate handful of plantation aristo- 
crats would never develop a great literature. 

Similarly “reviews of new publications, native and foreign,” 
were part of this program, for they might supply models and 
hints and inspiration. And so with “new discoveries in the 
sciences and improvements in the arts,” for did not the essayists 
of England and America concern themselves frequently with 
geology, botany, painting, and the like? In this sense the whole 
publication was directed toward this one goal of raising the level 
of letters in Virginia. 

Naturally the development of an interest in the past had to 
come near the beginning of his program. In reviewing Hening’s 
Statutes at Large, then in the process of publishing, Dr. Rice 
enquired,® 





4 Cf. Wm, and Mary Quarterly, series 2, Vol. XIX, pp. 287 ff. In addi- 
tion to their local interest, the articles are noteworthy because almost all 
were written specifically for this periodical. Quoting Dr. Rice: “In 576 
pages of the first volume, with the exception of religious intelligence, there 
are not fifty pages which are not of domestic origin, written on purpose for 
this Magazine. And this is more it is believed than can be said respecting 
any Journal of the kind either in this country or in Europe.” 

5 Va. Literary and Evangelical Magazine, VII, 1, p. 40. Article under 
pseudonym. 
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. . . Why is there no Antiquarian or Historical Society in Vir- 
ginia? I have no doubts that there lie, mouldering in old trunks, 
in closets and garrets, many letters and manuscripts of men of 
former times, which a society, properly organized and well con- 
ducted, might bring out of obscurity and preserve from destruc- 
tion. My only object is to throw out hints which will set others 
thinking. 

Actually he did more than hint, for in keeping with this senti- 
ment the magazine itself from time to time published historical 
documents: for example, “T. M.’s History of Bacon’s Rebellion”.® 


One of Dr. Rice’s enthusiastic supporters in the encouragement 
of antiquarianism was Francis Walker Gilmer. In 1818, the year 
of the first issue of The Virginia Literary and Evangelical Maga- 
zine, Gilmer was a brilliant young lawyer of twenty-eight. He 
was the brother-in-law and close friend of William Wirt and the 
protégé of Thomas Jefferson, who had already proclaimed’ him 
“the best educated subject we have raised since the Revolution”. 
He had established some literary reputation in 1816 with Sketches 
of American Orators, usually conceded to be the best contemporary 
analysis* of John Randolph, John Marshall, William Pinckney, 
William Wirt, and other forensic artists. He had also some 
reputation among scientific writers for his article? on the theory 
of the formation of the Natural Bridge of Virginia and for his 
researches in collaboration with the famous Portuguese botanist 
the Abbe Correa. His potentialities seemed limitless. In 1815 
Jefferson had said!® he might have whatever he wished in the 
future in the state or national government. By 1821 William 
Wirt, then Attorney-General of the United States and living in 
Washington, wrote" that “Literary men’? who see me on their way 


6 Vol. III, pp. 130-149. 

7 For biographical notices of Gilmer, cf. Trent, W. P. English Culture 
in Virginia; Malone, Dumas, sketch in the D. A. B.; Davis, R. B., “For- 
gotten Scientists in Old Va.”, in the Va. Magazine of Hist. & Biog., April, 
1938. 

8 Cf. Bruce, W. C., John Randolph of Roanoke; Beveridge, A. J., Life 
of John Barshall; Kennedy, J. P., Life of Wm. Wirt. 

9 Cf. Davis, R. B., “Forgotten Scientists in Old Virginia,” in Va. Mag- 
azine of Hist. & Biog., April, 1938. 

10 Letter to Governor Milledge of Georgia, Sept. 22, 1815, in Thomas 
Jefferson Papers, Library of Congress. Letter quoted in full in article 
mentioned in note 9, above. 

11 Letter of May 15, Gilmer Collection, Alderman Library of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia. Although Gilmer did write a few other interesting 
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to Richmond always ask for you and Mr. Rice.” 

Gilmer had also actively and consciously encouraged the de- 
velopment of a native literature. His letters’® to his friends 
of the Wirt group, particularly to those who spent part of the 
year in the rural districts, frequently urged the writing of a poem 
or essay or play which might contribute to “the greater glory of 
Viginia”. For example, in his letters'* to Major David Watson 
of Louisa County, whose dramatically sentimental essay in Wirt’s 
Old Bachelor had been praised by Robert Walsh the Philadelphia 
critic, he urged— 

Suppose you loosen the reins of your imagination and 
produce us a play for the theatre which will soon be opened here. 


I am ambitious that the Old Dominion should make the first 
offering to the muse of tragedy as it has already done to eloquence 


II. 


Sometime during 1818 Gilmer, an omnivoruos reader, had 
secured a copy of John Smith’s True Travels and General Historie. 
He read with growing interest, and soon communicated his 
enthusiasm to his friend Dr. Rice. 


Copies of the work, or works, were rare in Virginia. Although 
old wills!® show us that a few aristocratic families, as the Ran- 
dolphs, the Kemps, the Byrds, and the Wormeleys, had owned 
Smith’s General Historie, even these copies were by 1818 lost 
or neglected. Here was the first great book on Virginia, and the 
citizens of the commonwealth hardly knew of its existence and 
certainly did not read it. 


As a matter of patriotic pride, Rice and Gilmer decided to 
bring out the work in a first American edition which would make 
it easily available to all. Since Dr. Rice was already closely as- 


essays and completed successfully a great mission to Europe in quest of 
professors for the infant University of Virginia, his untimely death in 1826 
(born 1790) cut him off from what seemed a brilliant destiny. 

12 American or foreign. 

_ 18 Cf. Gilmer Collections in the Va. State Library and in the Alderman 

Library of the University of Virginia. 

14 In the Va. Mag. of Hist. & Biog., XXIX, no. 3, pp. 282 ff. Letter 
quoted of October 23, 1818. The essay was number 33. 

15 Cf. Tyler’s Quarterly, III, p. 124; Va. Hist. Register, 1V, p. 89; and 
III, p. 50; Va. Mag. of Hist. & Biog., XXXVI, p. 286; Wm. and Mary 
Quarterly, 1st series, II, p. 174. 
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sociated with the printing business through his magazine and 
since Gilmer was still a struggling though promising young 
lawyer, Rice agreed to finance the whole undertaking. Although 
he certainly looked for no great profits, both he and Gilmer had 
faith that Virginians’ interest in things Virginian would at least 
pay for the publication. 

Gilmer advertised the forthcoming volume among his friends 
and acquaintances. He wrote’® to his brother-in-law Peter Minor, 
“we should begin to look more to our antiquities & to knit together 
the discordant materials of our history—it is worth every other 
book which has been written on Virginia. He was a wonderful 
man—greater than half the conquerors of the world, & yet no one 
knows anything about him. . . .” 

The printer of what must have been for the period a technically 
difficult undertaking was William Gray, at the Franklin Press.?* 
The edition must have been expensive as well as difficult, for it 
contains many detailed engravings imitated from the original. 

The work evidently appeared in January or February of 1819, 
for Gilmer, wrote’® his friend Dabney Carr on January 5th “For 
that flower of chivalry the most renowned Knight Captain John 
Smith I do promise if Mr. Rice fail not, the sight of his achieve- 
ments heroical & adventurous, sometime during the present 
month.” By March he was writing’® Minor as though the edi- 
tion’® were already on the market. 


The physical format of the book throws some light on the 
methods and materials of the publishers. Artistically the two 
volumes seem well done, for the type is clear and well balanced 
and the plates copied from the original are carefully engraved. 


Each volume has a distinct title-page. Opposite that of Volume 
I is an engraved portrait of Smith from the New England Map. 
The page runs: 


16 Gilmer Collection, Alderman Library of the University of Virginia, 
March 12, 1819. 

17 Said to be the best job office in Virginia, where Rice’s own magazine 
was published. (Cf. Morrison’s article cited above.) 

18 Gilmer Collection, Va. State Library. 


19 The two volumes sold at the time for $2.25 in boards and $2.50 bound, 
certainly not a high price compared with that of imported volumes. 
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The 
True Travels, 
Adventures 
AND 
Observations 
of Captaine Iohn Smith, 
IN 
Europe, Asia, Africke, and America: 
Beginning 
About the Yeere 1593, and CONTINUED TO THIS PRESENT 
1629 
Richmond : 
Republished at the Franklin Press. 
William W. Gray, Printer 
1819. 


The next leaf reads: 
To The 
People of Virginia, 
This History of the Settlement of the Colony ; 
and Narrative of the Adventures of one of the 
most accomplished Hero’s of the World; 
Is respectfully dedicated, by the 
PUBLISHER 
Volume II bore opposite the title-page the “Arms of Smith” 
from the True Travels. The title-page follows the original: 


The 
Generall Historie 
of 
Virginia, New-England, and the Summer Iles, 
with 
THE NAMES OF THE ADVENTURERS, PLANTERS, 
AND GOVERNOURS FROM THEIR FIRST BEGINNING, 
AN. 1584. TO THIS PRESENT 1626. 
WITH 
THE PROCEEDINGS 
OF THESE SEVERALL COLONIES AND THE 
ACCIDENTS 
THAT BEFELL THEM IN ALL THEIR IOURNYES 
AND DISCOVERIES 
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Also 
THE MAPS AND DESCRIPTIONS 
OF THOSE COUNTRYES, THEIR COMMODITIES, 
PEOPLE, GOVERNMENT, CUSTOMES, 
AND RELIGION YET KNOWNE. 
DIVIDED INTO SIXE BOOKES. 

By CAPTAINE IOHN SMITH, 
SOMETYMES GOVERNOUR OF THOSE COUNTRYES 
AND ADMIRALL OF NEW ENGLAND. 

VOL. II. 

FROM THE LONDON EDITION OF 1629 
RICHMOND: 

Republished at the Franklin Press. 

William W. Gray, Printer 
1819. 

The editor wisely made no attempt to improve or alter phrase- 
ology or format. Except for certain cutting and transposition to 
favor the nineteenth century American reader, the content more 
nearly represents a reprint than a new edition. 

The engravings”® were from the older editions, as noted above. 
Besides the two frontispieces, there are maps from the fourth 
and tenth state of Ould Virginia, and the large folded plate is 
from the True Travels. Although all of these are much like the 
originals, they are not exact facsimiles. 

The text of the True Travels is split and used at the beginning 
of Volume I and at the end of Volume II. First in Volume I 
come twenty chapters of the True Travels, followed on pp. 55-247 
by Books I and III of the General Historie, which has a separate 
title-page without imprint but a note at the foot ‘From the Lon- 
don Edition of 1627”. Books IV to VI of the General Historie 
comprise pp. 1-253 of Volume II, being followed on pp. 255-282 
by Chapters XXI to XXVIII of the True Travels. As Sabin 
points out,?° the words on the two title-pages, “From the London 
Edition of 1629”, actually refer to the original of 1630. 


III. 
The publishers began as noted above, by sending a prospectus 





20 For these summaries of this edition cf. Sabin, Joseph, Bibliotheca 
Americana, XX, p. 261. 














JOHN SMITH’S TRAVELS 105 


of the edition to each of their friends and acquaintances. Gilmer 
wrote to his old neighbors*4 of the Albemarle country, his former 
legal colleagues in Winchester, and his numerous acquaintances 
in Washington. The majority were much interested and sub- 
scribed for the book at once. Others had to be stirred from in- 
difference. After a few months Gilmer reproached** Dabney 
Carr, Jefferson’s nephew: 

... You say nothing of Smith’s history of Virginia—for having 
revived which I claimed to myself no small share of praise. He 
was the first of the English chivalry. Superior in the martial 
part of his character to Raleigh—& without the stain that rests 
upon his memory as deceiver of his king & indeed a violater of 
his word—He had a longer career than Sr. Philip Sidney whose 
life tho’ truly romantic passed like a vision, rapid & bright to be 
sure, but without producing the great results which followed 
Smith’s enterprize. Tucker?* I hope for the honor of the old 
dominion will bring a long list of subscribers—Mr. Rice is the 
publisher & has the profit or loss whichever it may be. . . 


Carr subscribed and became enthusiastic, as we know from a 
later letter? and from a beautifully bound copy of the edition 
now in the Alderman Library of the University of Virginia. But 
the public as a whole failed to show itself interested in the adven- 
tures of Captain John Smith. Tucker found the subscription list 
hard to fill. Although William Wirt and John Randolph warmly 
recommended the edition (privately), their praise sold few books. 
Most of the copies which were bought went to the circle of ac- 
quaintances who had been first approached. 





Dr. Rice naturally had the book reviewed, or reviewed”® it him- 
self, for the Virginia Literary and Evangelical Magazine. Here 
he was appealing primarily to a great middle-class reading public 
of a religious caste of mind, and he tempered the wind to the lamb. 
The review stresses Smith’s noble character, knightly honor, and 
piety. “Among other things, the fact that Smith was helped by 





21 Cf. Trent, W. P., English Culture in Virginia. Also Note 16, above. 
2 Gilmer Collection, Va. State Library, Oct. 17, 1819. 

23 Henry St. George Tucker, then member of Congress from the Win- 
chester region, later Professor of Law in the University of Virginia. Evi- 
dently he was soliciting subscriptions in Washington and Winchester. 

24 Both volumes of this copy are autographed by Francis W. Gilmer, 
and came back to Virginia via Lucian Carr of Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

26 Vol. II, pp. 92-94. 


to 
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females shows his goodness and purity.” The article was a good 
journalistic attempt to interest a certain portion of the public in 
a work which it would otherwise have ignored. 

Another and better review from a literary point of view ap- 
peared in a Northern periodical, though it came too late to affect 
the sale of the edition. As Gilmer and Wirt often remarked,”” 
Yankee prejudice was already belittling or ignoring Southern 
literary efforts. The recognition of the “John Smith” was secured, 
however, through the good offices** of Benjamin Vaughan, the 
antiquarian of Hallowell, Maine, who was a friend of Gilmer’s. 
Vaughan brought the work to the attention of Everett, editor of 
The North American Review, in the spring of 1821, but it was 
not until the issue*® of April, 1823 that the notice appeared. 


The writer, probably the editor, confines himself primarily to 
summarizing and excerpting “choice passages” from the first of 
the two volumes. He confesses in conclusion that the second 
volume may actually be more interesting than the first, but that 
he dealt with the one because to American readers it was less 
familiar. Finally the reviewer states magnanimously that the 
Franklin Press is much to be congratulated for printing the book 
in its present form. 

The publication’s failure to sell is attributable only to the general 
lack of interest in historical material. Although, as an able his- 
torian®® has said, “from 1624 to 1857, and even later, Captain 
John Smith’s ‘General Historie’ was almost the only source from 
which we derived any knowledge of the infancy of our state,” 
very few in 1819 were concerned with its infancy. 


Rice and Gilmer misjudged their Virginia public, and to Rice 
his mistake was exceedingly costly. His was to be the profit or 
loss, as Gilmer mentioned, and the loss was considerable. It 


27 Cf. Gilmer-Wirt Correspondence in the Alderman Library of the 
University of Virginia, or in the Virginia State Library. Also cf. Kennedy’s 
Life of William Wirt. Though William Wirt changed his mind somewhat 
after a visit North, this is the general tone of his expression the greater part 
of the time. 

28 Gilmer Collection, Alderman Library, U. Va., Vaughan to Gilmer, 
January 29, 1821, and May 17, 1821. 

29 Vol. XVI, new series Vol. VII, no. II, Article XVIII, pp. 270-283. 


80 Brown, Alexander, Genesis of the United States, p. x. 
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nearly ruined the good clergyman, a contemporary tells** us. His 
only satisfaction was that he had made a fine effort toward arousing 
a pride in native literary antiquities and had proved that among 
some persons, at least, in America, there was a scholarly and ac- 
curate antiquarianism. 

For Gilmer the matter did not end here. His interest (and his 
purse) unimpaired by the public reception of the work, he 
continued to learn all he could of Smith’s life and writings. 
Even in 1819 he was corresponding** with the antiquarian 
Vaughan** concerning an earlier original edition of the General 
Historie. Vaughan sent his valuable** copy to Gilmer in Richmond 
in the special care of John Quincy Adams. 


All the rest of his life Gilmer hoped to publish a new edition. 
When he was on his mission to England in 1824 in search® of 
professors for the infant University of Virginia, he continued 
looking for material. He took the trouble to visit the palace of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury at Lambeth in order to see the 
original manuscript of Smith’s memoirs, and after his return to 
America he had a careful copy of the document made in England 
at considerable cost to himself. He seems to have intended com- 
bining it with Vaughan’s edition of the “Historie” to produce a 
new two-volume work which would be not only a premier Ameri- 
can edition, but also, at least in part, an entirely original version 
based on the manuscript itself. But the intention never became 
reality, for Gilmer died a few months after he received the 
manuscript copy. 


81 Frederic Kidder, writing in the New England Historical and Gene- 
alogical Register, January, 1877, Vol. XXXI, p. 114, says that he was 
“lately informed by the Rt. Rev. Atkinson, D.D., Episcopal Bishop of North 
Carolina” that the loss almost ruined Dr. Rice. He states that Dr. Atkinson 
was well acquainted with Rice and had often talked with him about this 
matter. Kidder states further that “It has been frequently asserted 
that this addition was published at the expense of the celebrated John Ran- 
dolph of Roanoke.” [There is a faulty reference to Kidder’s article in 
Sabin’s Bibliotheca Amricana, XX, p. 261.] 

82 Gilmer Collection, Alderman Library, U. Va., Vaughan to Gilmer, 
May 1, 1819, 

383 Cf. above. 

_ 34 “Valuable” according to Vaughan and Gilmer. There is no informa- 
tion as to which edition it is. Nor is further mention made of the work than 
Gilmer’s reception of it. 

_ 85 Cf. Trent, W. P., English Culture in Virginia, or Bruce, P. A., 
History of the University of Virginia, Vol. I. 
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Thus Gilmer’s as well as Rice’s endeavours to arouse an interest 
in the past left little record other than the 1819 edition. There 
are evidences that, despite the financial failure of the undertaking, 
the publication in some measure accomplished the purposes of its 
sponsors. In many of America’s major libraries there exist today 
a goodly number of well-worn copies of this Richmond edition. 
It had appeared in a day when English versions were rare and 
troublesome to obtain. All the Virginia writers of the period, 
among them William Wirt, Henry St. George Tucker, B. W. and 
T. W. Leigh, Peter and Dabney Carr, David Watson, and William 
Munford read this edition. Their successors, Caruthers and 
Kennedy and Nathaniel Beverley Tucker, owed much to the his- 
torical novel of Scott, but some of their antiquarian enthusiasm 
for things Virginian undoubtedly came*® from the little movement 
initiated by Rice and Gilmer. Since then a historical society,®" an 
antiquarian society, several magazines, countless books, and the 
Williamsburg restoration have developed the idea in magnificent 
proportions. Captain John Smith’s True Travels and General 
Historie, as published by Wm. W. Gray at Richmond in 1819, 
however, remains as a worthy monument to the beginnings of 
Virginia antiquarianism and native Virginia literature. It was 
an expression of the feeling held by all early patriotic citizens of 
the Old Dominion, a feeling well expressed by Gilmer in a letter*® 
to Dabney Carr: “Virginia must still be the great nation; she 
has genius enough, she wants only method in her application.” 


36 A source of inspiration among Virginia novelists which might repay 
investigation. 

87 The Virginia Historical Society; the Association for the Preserva- 
tion of Virginia Antiquities; the Virginia Historical Register; the Virginia 
Magazine of History & Biography; Tyler's Quarterly; the William and 
Mary Quarterly, etc. 

88 Gilmer Collection, Va. State Library, September 17, 1824, and Trent, 
W. P., English Culture in Virginia, pp. 104-105. 
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“SMITHFIELD” HOME OF THE PRESTONS, 
IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 


By Janie P. B. Lams 


Colonel William Preston built Smithfield house in 1773, and 
moved there from his estate Greenfield, where he had lived some 
years. His eldest son, General John Preston lived at Greenfield 
when he grew up and married. Colonel Thomas Lewis Preston 
in his delightful book, “Reminiscences of an Octogenarian” says, 
writing of his grandfather, Colonel William Preston, whose wife 
was Susanna Smith of Hanover county, “after the birth of their 
first child, Elizabeth, born 3lst of May, 1762, William Preston 
removed from Staunton to Greenfield, about five miles west of 
Fincastle, and a mile from Amsterdam in Botetourt county. This 
was, and is, a valuable estate, and is still in the possession of his 
descendants, the present owner being Alfred Preston. Botetourt 
county was formed from Augusta in 1769, and William Preston 
was one of the first justices of the county. At the first term of 
the Court, February 1770, he qualified as Surveyor, excheator, 
and Colonel of Militia. Fincastle county was formed from Bota- 
tourt in 1773, and embraced all the country west belonging to, or 
claimed by, Virginia, which included Kentucky. Colonel Preston 
then decided to move into the new county, and took possession of 
Draper’s Meadows, which he named “Smithfield” in compliment 
to his wife. Another writer, John P. Hale, says in his book, 
“TransAlleghany Pioneers,” “In 1761 William Preston married 
Miss Susanna Smith, the beautiful daughter of Francis Smith, who 
lived near Hanover Court House, and first settled at Staunton; 
afterwards, when Botetourt county was cut off from Augusta, in 
1770, he was made county Surveyor, in those days a most lucrative 
position, and moved to an estate he called ‘Greenfield,’ situated near 
Amsterdam ; still later, when Fincastle county was formed, in 1772, 
and he made its Surveyor, he, in 1773, acquired the Draper’s 
Meadows estate, from the Royal grant to Colonel Patton and 
John Preston, and in 1774 moved his family there, naming the 
place, in honor of his wife, ‘Smithfield,’ which name it still bears, 
and it is still the seat of the Preston family in the third and fourth 
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and fifth and sixth generation from Colonel William Preston.” 
Mr. Hale continues, ““The Preston family residence was not built 
upon the site of the original Ingles-Draper settlement and mas- 
sacre, but a mile or so distant, nearly south. This Draper’s 
Meadows—Ingles Ferry settlement was an outlying, advanced 
post of civilization, on the edge of the then great Western wilder- 
ness, and soon became a place of rendezvous and point of departure 
for individuals, families, and parties bent on Western adventure, 
exploration, emigration or speculation. This way passed Dr. 
Thomas Walker and his first party of explorers in 1748, and also 
his second expedition in 1750. From here, in 1754, started out the 
first four or five family settlements that are known to have been 
made west of New River. From here went John Floyd, and 
Daniel Boone, into the rich lands that later were to become the 
State of Kentucky.” And so on, we might give a long list of 
brave and hardy explorers. Mr, Hale writes, “In 1756 the State 
erected a Stockade Fort at Draper’s Meadows, under the direction 
of Captain Stalnaker. In March of this same year 1756, the Big 
Sandy Expedition under General (then Major) Andrew Lewis 
was sent out, with Captains William Preston, Paul Alexander, 
Peter Hogg, Francis Smith, Robert Breckenridge, Woodson and 
Overton; also the volunteer companies of Captains Montgomery 
and Dunlap, and a company of Cherokees, under Captain Paris.” 
Many historians give thrilling accounts of the Draper’s Meadows 
massacre by the Indians, in which Colonel James Patton was killed 
and Mrs. Ingles and Mrs. Draper taken prisoners and carried 
away by the Indians. This happened in July, 1755. The historian, 
Jos. A. Waddell says in his book, “Annals of Augusta County” 
“In July, 1755, Colonel Patton went to the upper country on busi- 
ness and was accompanied by his nephew, William Preston, then 
a young man of twenty-five. Colonel Patton was resting from the 
fatigues of his journey, and also recovery from sickness, at the 
dwelling of William Ingles and the Drapers. It was on the 8th 
of July that an unexpected assault was made on the house by 
Indians. Early on the morning of the attack Colonel Patton had 
sent young Preston over to the house of Mr. Philip Lybrook, on 
Sinking Creek, to get him to come over and help next day with the 
harvest, which was ready to be cut, and this fortunate absence 
doubtless saved young Preston’s life. Colonel Patton was sitting 
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at a table, with his broadsword laid before him, writing, when 
the attack was made. Being a man of great strength, of large 
frame, (six feet, four inches in height) he cut down two of the 
Indians as they rushed upon him, but was shot by others out of his 
reach. Patton was a widower, sixty-three years of age, and full 
of health and vigor when he met his untimely death.” In letters 
written by Governor Dinwiddie he said “Patton was wrong to go 
so far without a proper guard; he hoped the wagons with am- 
munition did not fall into the hands of the Indians, so far from 
the inhabited part of the country.” Colonel Patton was buried 
where he fell, in the meadow at Smithfield, beside the Indian 
Spring, and the Daughters of the Revolution placed a monument 
over his grave. 

Colonel James Patton was the son of Henry Patton and his wife, 
Sarah Lynn Patton, (his Uncle was William Lynn of Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia, and his sister, Elizabeth, was the wife of John 
Preston, and mother of Colonel William Preston) Colonel Patton 
was born in Ireland, in 1690, in the town of Newton Limavady, 
not far from Londonderry. The Pattons were a prominent family 
in the North of Ireland, and James Patton was bred to the sea, 
and served as an officer in the Royal Navy in Queen Ann’s war 
with the French, which ended with the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713. 
After that Colonel Patton owned a line of ships which he plied 
between Ireland and Scotland, and later to Virginia. He came to 
Hobb’s Hole on the Rappahannock River (now Tappahannock) 
bringing settlers to the New World, making as many as twenty- 
five trips across the Atlantic.—and long voyages they were in those 
days. From there he went into Orange county and thence across 
the Blue Ridge mountains to Waynesboro and to Staunton where 
he settled in Augusta county. Colonel Patton was granted for 
himself and his associates, by King George the second of England, 
“120,000 acres of the best land lying above the Blue Ridge.” He 
lived at “Spring Hill” near Staunton. We have read of his vast 
enterprises to open up and settle the western lands in Virginia. 
He directed the affairs of the James River and Roanoke company 
and he was the connecting link between eastern Virginia and the 
great Southwest Virginia. 

It was largely through this brother-in-law that John Preston and 
his wife, Elizabeth Patton Preston, came to Virginia from Ireland 
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in 1737.* Tradition says that Elizabeth Patton met John Preston 
on a ship crossing the River Shannon in Ireland, and that he was 
a young man of strikingly handsome face and figure,—the fact is, 
this strikingly handsome young man lost no time in wooing Miss 
Elizabeth Patton, and they eloped and were married very shortly 
after their romantic meeting. John Preston, the first of his name 
to come to America, was the son of Archibald Preston, who went 
from England to serve in the Army of King William the third in 
the wars of the Irish Rebellion. Archibald made his permanent 
residence, after the wars, on an estate on the Shannon River, which 
had been given his father in 1661 by Charles Stuart. But Archi- 
bald’s son, John, and his wife, Elizabeth Patton, journeyed to the 
New World and there established a new line. The Prestons 
lived at first with Colonel Patton at “Spring Hill” near Staunton. 
John Mason Brown, writing of the Preston family in 1870 says, 
“John Preston on the passage from Ireland lost part of his prop- 
erty in a storm; but being an Associate, he obtained, under the 
order of Council, (with Patton) a valuable tract of land called 
“Robinson’s” which descended to his son, and until recently re- 
mained in the family.” In 1743 John Preston purchased a tract 
of land near Staunton and moved there with his wife, Elizabeth, 
and their family of five children,—four of whom were born in 
Ireland. John was a studious quiet man, of strong Presbyterian 
faith, The New World gave him freedom to worship as he 
pleased, and he and Colonel Patton were both elders in the Tink- 
ling Spring Church of the Reverd John Craig, near Staunton. 
Foote’s Historical Sketches give vivid, and charming accounts 
of Church and Community life in Tinkling Spring congregation 


*“This date (1737 is established by the fact that William Preston 
was “in his eighth year,” as affirmed by General Francis Preston, the 
second son of William Preston, in memoranda left for his family. All 
who have written about the family from John Mason Brown and James 
A. Waddell, to the Honorable William E. Robertson, have made this 
mistake,” placing the arrival in 1740. “All of them were misled by the 
fact that John Preston proved his importation in 1740. This was done 
when he wished to buy the tract of land on which he settled after leav- 
ing Colonel Patton’s, where he had resided since his arrival in America.” 

Quoted from page 113 of “Historical Sketches and Reminiscences 
of An Octogenarian,” by Thomas Lewis Preston (son of General Fran- 
cis Preston, and grandson of Colonel William Preston). 

For architectural details, see Journal of Architecture in the Library 
of the College of V. P. I. at Blacksburg, Va. 
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in 1740. He says “the old stone Church with the graveyard near 
was the center of a cluster of neighborhoods. For some twenty 
years the people were unmolested by savages. Some that had 
known war in Ireland lived and died in that peace in this wilder- 
ness for which their hearts longed in their native land. Others, in 
the quietness and abundance of this isolated county began to think 
wars and fightings were confined to the legends of past days. The 
use of firearms, in which they became expert, was to supply from 
the wild game their returning appetites.” John Preston did not 
live very long after purchasing Robinson’s Tract, for he died in 
1747. In 1855 the members of the Preston family erected a 
monument to their ancestor, John,—a stone obelisk bearing the 
following inscription—in the Tinkling Spring Churchyard: 


“To commemorate the virtues of John Preston, 
who was buried here in the year 1747. 
To attest the filial piety of his 
Descendants 
in the third and fourth generation 
of many names and scattered through many states 
and, more than all, to record 
the faithfulness and mercy of God 
to the seed of the righteous 
this monument was erected by the members of the 
Preston family. In the year of our Lord 1855.” 


John Preston and Elizabeth Patton Preston had five children,— 
the fifth one born in Virginia. They were, in order, Letitia, 
Margaret, William, Ann, and Mary, and they married as follows: 

Letitia married Colonel Robert Breckinridge, of Botetourt 
county, Virginia. At the death of her husband she removed to 
Kentucky and died in 1798, aged 70 years. She had four sons 
and a daughter. (She was the second wife. The first wife was 
Sarah Poague, and she left two sons.) From Letitia Preston and 
her husband, Robert Breckinridge, come down the families of 
John Cabell Breckinridge, James Breckinridge, Elizabeth Breck- 
inridge (Mrs. Samuel Meredith) Letitia Breckinridge (Mrs. 
Peter B. Porter) Joseph Cabell Breckinridge, Robert J. Breck- 
inridge, John C. Breckinridge, Letitia Breckinridge (Mrs, Robert 
Gamble) and other families in Kentucky. 
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Margaret married Rev. John Brown, a graduate of Princeton 
University, and a prominent Presbyterian minister in Virginia and 
Kentucky. She removed with her husband to Kentucky where 
they both died at advanced ages, she in 1802 and he in 1803. They 
had seven children and from them are descended John Mason 
Brown, B. Gratz Brown, James Brown, Minister to France, and 
other Kentucky people. 

Ann married Francis Smith, and removed to Kentucky, where 
she died at an advanced age. She left six children, and from her 
descend the Blairs, Francis Preston Blair, and Francis Preston 
Blair, Jr. the Marshalls of Kentucky, Smiths, Madisons, Lees, 
Montgomery Blair and others. 

Mary married John Howard and removed to Kentucky. She 
left five children, from whom are descended Paynes, Crittendens, 
Benjamin Howard, Wickliffes,—and others. 


William, the only son, married Susanna Smith, daughter of 
Francis Smith of Hanover county. Francis Smith was the son 
of Captain William Smith and his wife, Elizabeth Ballard, 
daughter of Thomas Ballard, Speaker of the House, for York and 
James City counties. (Thomas Ballard, 1630-1689) William 
Smith was the son of Major Laurence Smith of Abington Parish, 
Gloucester county,—Surveyor of Gloucester and York counties 
in 1686, and laid out Yorktown in 1691. Major Laurence Smith 
came from Devonshire, England. William Preston was eight 
years old when his parents came to America. He was a member 
of the House of Burgesses, 1768-’69. Says H. L. Price, writing 
of William Preston, “He was closely associated in his youth with 
his Uncle, Colonel James Patton, became executor of Patton’s 
estate, and inherited a large part of his property. From his youth 
he took an active part in his community. He was Clerk of the 
Vestry of Augusta Parish, and was a member of several courts 
of justice in Botetourt, Fincastle and Montgomery counties. 
Young Preston served as Surveyor, Captain of Militia, and in 
various other capacities. He was easily the man of first importance 
on the frontier. He was actively engaged in the Indian wars, and 
was associated with Colonels Campbell and Christian in their 
expedition against the Cherokees. He took part as Captain of 
militia in the Big Sandy expedition against the Indians. By the 
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time of the Revolution he was Colonel of Militia, and both Gover- 
nors Henry and Jefferson looked to him to keep the situation in 
hand on the frontier. This was no easy task, for by 1780 Mont- 
gomery county was said to have as many Tories as Patriots. 
Preston became Surveyor of Montgomery county in 1771, and 
was early engaged in the organization of troops for the Revolu- 
tionary war. He became Colonel in 1775, and led his regiment 
at Guilford Court House, where he received injuries that caused 
his death in the following July. His State papers comprise many 
volumes now in the Draper collection in the Wisconsin Historical 
Society at Madison, Wisconsin. William Preston died a com- 
paratively young man,—at fifty-four. He left twelve children, 
eleven of whom grew up and married. His children were: 

1. Elizabeth, who married William Strother Madison. She had 
two daughters, and these two daughters married two Peyton 
brothers,—John Howe and Garnett Peyton. From them 
are descended many Peytons, Munfords, Baldwins, Coch- 
rans. 

2. General John Preston, member of Virginia Assembly and 
for many years Treasurer of the state. Married, first, Mary 
Radford, daughter of William Radford and his wife, Re- 
becca Winston, and had six children; secondly to Mrs. 
George Mayo of Richmond, who had been Miss Ann Eliza- 
beth Carrington. From General John are descended Rad- 
fords, Johnstons, Hughes, Munfords, .Breckinridges, Bow- 
yers and Carringtons. 

3. General Francis Preston, a lawyer. Member of the Senate 
of Virginia, Congressman from Virginia, and Brigadier 
General in the War of 1812, married Sarah Buchanan Camp- 
bell, daughter of General William Campbell who commanded 
at King’s Mountain, and a niece of Patrick Henry. Her 
mother was Elizabeth Henry, the daughter of John and 
Sarah Henry, who married, first, General William Campbell 
of Fincastle, Virginia, and afterwards General William Rus- 
sell. General Francis Preston and his wife, Sarah Buchanan 
Campbell Preston, had ten children,—six daughters and 
four sons: 

William Campbell Preston, greatly distinguished as an 
orator and advocate, lived in Columbia, South Carolina. 
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He was twice married,—first to Mary E. Coalter and 
second to Miss L. P. Davis. 

Eliza Henry Preston married General Edward C. Car- 
rington, an officer of distinction in the War of 1812. 
Susanna Smith Preston, married her cousin, Governor 
James McDowell of “Cherry Grove” Rockbridge County. 
Sarah Buchanan Preston, married her cousin, Governor 
John B. Floyd. 

Sophonisba Preston married her cousin, Dr. Robert Jef- 
ferson Breckinridge, who was born at “Cabell’s Dale” in 
Kentucky in 1800. He was a Lawyer, a Presbyterian 
minister and a writer of note. (His Mother was Miss 
Cabell) His second wife was also a cousin, Mrs. Virginia 
Hart Shelby, widow of Alfred Shelby, son of Governor 
Isaac Shelby of Kentucky, and daughter of Nathaniel 
Hart, whose wife was Susanna Preston sister of Gen- 
eral Francis Preston. This Nathaniel Hart was the son 
of Nathaniel Hart, the Kentucky pioneer, who was born 
in Hanover County, Virginia, in 1734. 

Maria T. C. Preston married her relative, John M. Pres- 
ton of Smyth county, Virginia. 

Thomas L. Preston married first his relative, Miss Eliza- 
beth Watts, and afterwards Miss Ann Sanders. 
Margaret Brown Preston married Wade Hampton of 
South Carolina, a Lieutenant General in the Confederate 
Army, and a wealthy planter. 

Charles H. C. Preston married Mary Beale. 

John S. Preston of Charleston, South Carolina, a Brig- 
adier General in the Confederate Army, married Caro- 
line Hampton, daughter of Wade Hampton, Senior. 





So we see that from these ten children of General Francis 
and Sarah Buchanan Preston descended Carringtons, Mc- 
Dowells, Breckinridges, and Hamptons, and more Prestons. 


4. Sarah Preston married Colonel James McDowell ot Rock- 
bridge county, an Officer in the War of 1812, son of James 
McDowell who married Elizabeth McClung, and grandson 
of John McDowell who married Magdalene Woods, and was 
afterwards killed by Indians in 1742. She left two daugh- 
ter and one son. 
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Susan S. McDowell married William Taylor of Alexan- 
dria, a Lawyer and member of Congress. 

Elizabeth McDowell married Hon. Thomas H. Benton, 
for many years United States Senator from Missouri. 
James McDowell, member of Congress and Governor of 
Virginia, married his cousin, Susan Preston, daughter of 
General Francis Preston. 


From Sarah Preston and her husband, James McDowell, 
come long lines of Taylors, Bentons, Frémonts, Venables, 
Minors, Carringtons, Cantys, and others. 

. Anne, died, aged thirteen. 

. William Preston, Jr. was a Captain in General Wayne’s 
Army. He married Caroline Hancock, daughter of Colonel 
George Hancock of “Fotheringay” in Botetourt county, an 
Officer in the Revolution. William and Caroline Hancock 
Preston had six children: 


Henrietta Preston married Albert Sydney Johnston, at 
that time an Officer in the United States Army, after- 
wards a General in Texas, and more recently distinguish- 
distinguished as a General in the Confederate Army. 
(After her death, General Johnston married a second 
time, Miss Eliza Griffin) Of the six children: 

William Preston Johnston, a Colonel in the Confederate 
Army, and Confidential Aide to President Jefferson 
Davis, later a Professor in Washington College, Virginia, 
married Miss Rosa Duncan of Natchez, Mississippi, and 
their daughter, Henrietta Johnston married Henry St. 
George Tucker of Lexington, Virginia. 

General William Preston of Kentucky, a Lawyer, Mem- 
ber of the Constitutional Convention of Kentucky, a Con- 
gressman from that state, Lieutenant Colonel of Ken- 
tucky Volunteers in the Mexican War, Minister to the 
Court of Spain, and a Major-General in the Confederate 
Army. Married his relative, Margaret Wickliffe, daugh- 
ter of Robert Wickliffe, of Lexington, Kentucky. 


From Wlliam Preston, Jr. and his wife, Caroline Hancock 
Preston come the lines of Johnstons, Tuckers, Wooleys, 
Davies, Hunts, and others in Virginia and Kentucky. 
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Susanna Preston married Nathaniel Hart, of Woodford 
county, Kentucky, and left five daughters and two sons: 
from them come down the families of Vance, Wallace, Gib- 
son, Shelby, Hart, and Breckinridge. Six Gibson brothers 
fought together in the Confederate Army,—all from Ken- 
tucky. 
James Patton Preston, a member of the Virginia Senate, 
Colonel in the United States Army, and Governor of Vir- 
ginia, born at Smithfield, Montgomery County, in 1774. He 
was a student at William and Mary College 1790 to 1795. 
Was appointed Lieutenant Colonel of the 12th Infantry, 
U.S.A. March 19, 1812, and for gallantry was promoted to 
the rank of Colonel and assigned to the command of the 23rd 
Infantry. He participated in the battle of Chrystler’s Field, 
November 11th, 1813, and was so severely wounded that he 
was crippled for life. He was Governor of Virginia from 
1816 to 1819. Later he was for several years Postmaster 
of the city of Richmond. He died at Smithfield in 1843. 
He married Miss Anne Taylor, the second daughter of Rob- 
ert Taylor of Norfolk, Virginia, and a sister of General 
Robert Barraud Taylor. They had six children: 
William Ballard Preston, a member of the Virginia Con- 
ventions of 1850 and 1860; Secretary of the Navy in the 
Cabinet of President Zachary Taylor; Senator in the 
Confederate Congress; married Miss Lucinda Staples 
Redd, daughter of Waller Redd and Keziah Staples 
Redd, grand-daughter of two Revolutionary Officers, 
Colonel Samuel Staples and Major John Redd of Patrick 
and Henry counties. 
Robert Taylor Preston, Colonel in the Confederate Army, 
married Mary Hart of South Carolina, daughter of Ben- 
jamin and Mary Hart. 
James Francis Preston, Captain in the U.S. Army in the 
War with Mexico, later a Senior Colonel of the Stone- 
wall Jackson Brigade, died in 1862. He married Miss 
Sarah Ann Caperton, daughter of Hugh and Jane 
Erskine Caperton of “Elmwood,” Union, West Vir- 
ginia. 
Susan Preston. Died young. 
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Virginia Preston. Died young. 

Jane Grace Preston married Judge George Gilmer of 

Pittsylvania county, Virginia. 
From James Patton and Anne Taylor Preston come the 
lines of Boulware, Coles, Beale, Means of South Carolina, 
Hart of South Carolina, and later generations. 


. Mary Preston married John Lewis, of Sweet Springs, West 


Virginia, the son of Colonel William Lewis called “the 
civilizer of the Border,” and his wife Anne Montgomery, 
and a grandson of John Lewis and Margaret Lynn Lewis, 
his wife, the daughter of the Laird of Loch Lynn. He was 
a brother of General Andrew Lewis, “the hero of the Point,” 
and of Colonel Charles Lewis, who was killed in 1774 at 
the Battle of Point Pleasant. John Lewis entered the Con- 
tinental Army as Lieutenant, and came out a Major. He 
served in the regiment of Augusta county troops under his 
brother, Colonel Charles Lewis, when he was only sixteen 
years old, but, celebrated for his martial spirit and herculean 
strength. He married first Miss Jane Sophonisba Thomson, 
daughter of William Thomson of Belleville, South Carolina, 
in 1788, by whom he had two children. Secondly he married 
Mary Preston, in 1793, by whom he had ten children: 


Susanna Preston Lewis, married Captain Henry Massie, 
of Nelson county, Virginia, in 1794, and left five chil- 
dren one of whom was Mary Preston Massie who mar- 
ried John Hampden Pleasants of Richmond. Their son, 
James Pleasants, a Lawyer in Richmond, married his 
cousin, Caroline Massie, daughter of Henry Massie. 
His sister, Anne Eliza Pleasants, married Douglas H. 
Gordon of Baltimore, Maryland. 

Anne Montgomery Lewis was the second wife of John 
Howe Peyton, of Staunton, whose first wife had been 
her cousin, Susanna Preston Madison,—daughter of 
Elizabeth Preston and her husband William Strother 
Madison. 


Margaret Lewis married John Cochran. 


From Mary Preston and her husband John Lewis come 
down the lines of Peytons, Cochrans, Whites, Massies, 
Pleasants, Gordons, and many Lewises. 
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10 Letitia Preston married John Floyd, at that time of Ken- 


11. 


tucky, but who returned to Virginia, and was Congressman, 
and governor of Virginia. She had four sons and three 
daughters : 


John Buchanan Floyd, born at Smithfield, his Mother’s 
old home, in 1806, was Governor of Virginia as his father 
had been. He was Secretary of War in the Cabinet of 
President Buchanan, in 1857, and later a General in the 
Confederate Army. (He was Governor in 1849). He 
married his cousin, Sarah Buchanan Preston, Daughter 
of General Francis Preston. 

Lettitia Preston Floyd married her cousin, Colonel Wil- 
liam Lynn Lewis of Sweet Springs. Her daughter, Let- 
titia Lewis, married Thomas Lewis Preston Cocke, of 
Cumberland county. 

Lavalette Floyd married George F. Holmes, of Durham, 
England, Professor of Belle-Lettres at the University of 
Virginia. 

Nicketti Floyd married John W. Johnston, a Lawyer of 
Abingdon, Virginia, and Senator from Virginia. Of her 
six children, George Ben Johnston became a prominent 
physician and surgeon of Richmond, Virginia. He mar- 
ried first Mary McClung, and second Helen Rutherfoord, 
daughter of John Coles Rutherfoord of Richmond, and 
his wife, Anne Seddon Roy of Gloucester county, who 
died at “Rock Castle” in Goochland county. 

From Letitia Preston and her husband, John Floyd, come 

down the families of Lewis, Cocke, Holmes, Johnstons, 

Triggs, Lees, and others. 

Thomas Lewis Preston, a Lawyer, member of Virginia Leg- 

islature, and Major in the War of 1812, Married Edmonia 

Randolph, daughter of Edmund Randolph, Governor of Vir- 

ginia and Attorney General of the United States. He died 

young, leaving Edmonia a widow with two children: 

(1) Elizabeth Randolph Preston, married William A. Cocke 
of “Oaklane,” Cumberland county, Virginia, and had 
four sons, 

William A. Cocke, fell at the battle of Gettysburg. 
Thomas Lewis Preston Cocke, married his cousin, Le- 
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titia Preston Lewis of Sweet Springs. 

Edmund Randolph Cocke. 

John Preston Cocke married Elizabeth Meredith 
and became a prominent Lawyer in Richmond, Virginia. 


(2) John Thomas Lewis Preston, a Colonel in the Confed- 


erate Army, and one of the Founders of the Virginia 
Military Institute, and long a Professor there, married 
first Sally Lyle Caruthers, of Lexington, by whom he 
had seven children, and secondly, Margaret Junkin, the 
poetess, and writer, by whom he had two sons. Among 
the first wife’s children, were Thomas Lewis Preston, 
a Presbyterian Minister who married Lucy Waddell, 
and their son, William C. Preston married Elizabeth 
Myers, daughter of Major E. D. T. Myers of Richmond, 
and became a prominent lawyer in Richmond. 

Another of the first wife’s children, Elizabeth Randolph 
Preston, married William Allan, son of Thomas Allan 
of Perthshire, Scotland, who came to America in 1827. 
William Allan was Chief Ordnance Officer of Jackson’s 
Corps of Northern Virginia, and later, Professor of 
Mathematics at Washington and Lee College in Lexing- 
ton, Virginia. Among their five children, William Allan, 
a physician in Charlotte, North Carolina, married Louisa 
Purcell, daughter of Thomas Purcell of Richmond. And 
a daughter, Janet Preston Allan, married William J. 
Bryan of North Carolina and Florida. She has recently 
published a book, “A March Past,” written largely by 
her Mother, and finished and edited by herself, which 
tells a great deal about the Prestons and the Allans and 
the Randolphs. 


From Thomas Lewis Preston and his wife, Edmonia Ran- 
dolph, come down the families of Cocke, Allan, Bryan, 
Powell, and many Prestons. 


Margaret Brown Preston, twelfth and youngest child of 
Colonel William Preston and his wife, Susanna Smith Pres- 
ton, was born some months after her father’s death. On 
her account the Law in the State of Virginia regarding prop- 
erty inheritance by children after a father’s death was 
changed, and she was allowed to inherit part of her father’s 
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large estate. She married Colonel John C. Preston, of “Wal- 
nut Grove,” Washington county, the son of Colonel Robert 
Preston, Surveyor of Washington county for many years, 
and his wife, Margaret Rhea, Robert Preston was the son 
of John Preston and Elinor Fairman Preston who emigrated 
from the north of Ireland to Washington county. Colonel 
John C. Preston was born in 1781 and died at Walnut Grove 
in 1865. He graduated from Princeton University, where 
he studied Law, but never practiced his profession. He 
was a Captain in the War of 1812, and presiding Justice of 
the County Court of Washington county from 1820 until 
1853. Margaret and Colonel John Preston left fourteen 
children,—nine sons and five daughters. (Margaret and 
John were distant cousins). From these fourteen children 
come down the Prestons of Abingdon, Bristol, and the coun- 
try round there. There is a Preston Valley between Abing- 
don and Bristol where many of these sons lived. To men- 
tion some of them: 
Susanna Smith Preston married Joseph Rhea of Ten- 
nessee and her three children married Sheffeys and Ed- 
monstons. 
Robert Preston, a physician, married Sarah Marshall of 
Philadelphia, whose two daughters married Winstons 
and Sheffeys. 
Margaret Preston married in 1825, James L. White, of 
Abingdon (1804-1838) and left eight children, who mar- 
ried Cummings, Humes, Lewis, Carters, Campbells, 
Reads, Prestons. 
William Alfred Preston married first, Miss Wylie of 
Tennessee, and secondly his cousin, Miss Elizabeth Rad- 
ford, by whom he had one son, Alfred Garnet Preston 
who lived at Greenfield, and married Miss Alice Murrell 
Brockenbrough, daughter of Major John Bowyer Brock- 
enbrough of Lexington and his wife, Alice Murrell. 
Majoh John Bowyer Brockenbrough was the son of 
Judge John White Brockenbrough of Washington and 
Lee Law School, and his wife, Mary Bowyer Brocken- 
brough. 
John Preston married his cousin, Mary Wickliffe, daugh- 
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ter of Robert Wickliffe and Margaret Howard Wickliffe, 
who had been Margaret Preston’s daughter. (This Mar- 
garet Preston who married John Howard was the daugh- 
ter of John Preston and Elizabeth Patton Preston, the 
emigrants. ) 

Ellen Preston married James White Sheffey and left 
six daughters and one son. One of her daughters mar- 
ried Professor W. E. Peters of the University of Vir- 
ginia. A daughter married her cousin, Dr. Robert Pres- 
ton. 

Henry Preston married Miss Anne Cary Carter of Albe- 
marle county, daughter of John Coles Carter and Ellen 
Monroe Bankhead, (his first wife) born at “Redlands” 
Albemarle county in 1833, died at “Walnut Grove” in 
Washington county in 1892. They had ten children. 


The descendants of Margaret Brown Preston, youngest child 
of Colonel William, who married her distant cousin, Colonel John 
Preston of Walnut Grove, are legion, as she had fourteen children. 
Having mentioned some of them, we will now return to the old 
home itself, from which went forth the eleven children of Colonel 
William and Susanna Smith Preston,—‘“Smithfield,” in Montgom- 
ery county, Virginia. 

Colonel William Preston built Smithfield house in 1773. Mrs. 
Letitia Floyd, his daughter, in her long and interesting letter to 
her son, Benjamin Rush Floyd in 1843 says, “When my Father 
removed to Smithfield (from Greenfield) in 1773, Colonel John 
Floyd accompanied him. In the March of 1774 Colonel Preston 
removed my Mother and her children to Smithfield. There was a 
Fort, or Stockade, around the house. Several of the neighboring 
families came into it for safety, because the Northwestern Indians 
made constant attempts on the settlements. In the June of 1774 
my brother Governor James Patton Preston, was born at Smith- 
field. Colonel Preston employed two of the Breckinridge boys, 
Alexander and Robert, (sons of Colonel Robert Breckinridge by 
his first wife, Sarah Poague ; His second wife was Lettitia Preston, 
sister of Colonel William Preston) to assist in building Smithfield 
house. This was done so well the first roof lasted forty years, it 
being painted when the covering and weatherboarding was done. 
Colonel Preston, Colonel Thomas Lewis of Rockingham, General 
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Andrew Lewis of Botetourt, Mr. John Madison, and Colonel 
Fleming of Augusta engaged Mr. Gabriel Jones, an Englishman, 
to select for them libraries in London. This Mr. Jones was Mr. 
Thomas Jefferson’s first law partner. A good selection of the 
Classics, Ancient History, the distinguished poets of England, the 
‘Dictionary of Arts and Sciences,’ a sort of Encylopedia, with 
much polemic and religious production, constituted the libraries. 
I would observe that the use of these books gave to each family 
possessing them a station that outranked very many wealthier 
families than the above named.” The house is of the early Ameri- 
can type of architecture,—built like the old houses at Yorktown 
and Williamsburg,—a frame house, painted white, with brick and 
stone foundation, the bricks showing four feet high above the 
ground, laid in Flemish Bond to the sill line. Here the wooden 
siding begins, and continues on up to the roof. The plan is L 
shaped, with a front porch, and one on each side. The small tran- 
soms over the double front doors in the middle part of the house 
are the first to be used in the mountains. The second floor shows 
a row of dormer windows with oblong panes of glass, many of 
them original panes. The chimneys are of red brick, running out- 
side the dwelling. The one at the back of the house slopes in- 
ward and goes under the siding, to emerge near the top. All the 
doors in the house are hand cut,—one side being more elaborate 
than the other. The use of wooden pegs in doors and floors is 
everywhere to be noted. The parlor, on the left of the entrance 
hall, is a very long room, with panelling as high as the window 
sills, and around the fireplace and the very tall mantle. From the 
elaborate mantle projected a row of small, square brackets, carved 
in wood, and on each bracket sat a crystal candelabra with taper- 
ing white candles. On the high, narrow mantel shelf above sat 
a row of white busts of the poets. The effect was most interesting 
and unusual, and quite attractive. The dining room—on the right of 
the entrance hall, is a large, square room, with a corner fireplace, 
and another tall mantle, with panelling. “The Chamber,” on the 
first floor, is a very large room, opening on to a side porch, and 
has a corner fireplace, too. Next to “The Chamber” is a smaller 
room with lovely carved mantel and on each side of the fireplace 
a small door, opening into the deep wall,—with H and L hinges 
and panelled design,—the nursery. Upstairs, the bedrooms all 
have dormer windows, and look out upon the most enchanting 
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bluegrass meadows surrounded by mountains. The old kitchen in 
the basement is one of the most interesting spots in the entire 
mansion. Here, where the old lime and horsehair plaster has 
dropped off, the ceiling, and the laths have been torn away, can 
be seen the handhewn beams and girders that support the structure. 
These great beams are pegged together, and show little wear or 
damage from time. 

The most fascinating item in this old home is the front stairway. 
Pure Chinese Chippendale it is, with the most unusual turning at 
the second floor. The pictures show its pattern and the arrange- 
ment at the top of the stairs. There is a second stairway, in the 
middle of the house, only a little less elaborate in design. It goes 
up from the nursery to the bedrooms above. I have never seen 
any quite like these two stairways. 

Driving from Blacksburg in my Grandmother’s day, one passed 
beside a whitewashed, plank fence, to the white front gate. Enter- 
ing the yard, the carriage swung round a circular drive, between 
double rows of cedar trees, to the square front porch. The horses 
feet and the carriage wheels made no noise,—the roadway in the 
circle was inches deep in tan bark. Judge Waller Redd Staples, a 
kinsman, writing of this place years ago, described it as a “gem,”— 
and such it is, in its wonderful setting of blue grass on the summit 
of the Alleghany Mountains. Smithfield, home of the Prestons, 
stands a symbol of Virginia history, from the time of the Indians 
to the present day of Our Lord 1939. This one family, since the 
Indians, has held it, under the Royal grant, long and lovingly, and 
by their descendants it is still owned. 
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NOTES FROM THE RECORDS of STAFFORD 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA, ORDER BOOKS 





(Continued) 





At a Court held for the County of Stafford November 11th 
1692. 


Present: 
Capt. Malachy Peale Capt. John Withers 
Mr. Matt. Thompson, Mr. Richd. Forsaker, 
Capt. Thomas Owsley, Justices. 


Withers V. Storey. John Withers Gent, humbly complaining 
sheweth that the Plt. did agree this last Summer with John 
Story of this County and within the Jurisdiction of this Court 
to builde or set him up Three Tonne of Cyder Caske for which 
the Plt. was to pay the deft. according to agreement and con- 
tract made with him, and the said Story the deft. did assume 
and promise before witness to the plt. to have nothing for the said 
Sider Caske and to pay for the Sider so leaked out if that any 
of the said caske leaked out any or the whole part of the said 
Cyder, all of which he the Plt. is ready to aver and Prove to the 
Worshipfull Court. Now so it is may it please your worships 
that the said John Story did set up the said Three Tun of Caske 
as afsd. and the plt. did fill up the said Caske with Sider 
Expecting that they had been good and firm according to 
agreement but the most part of them proved unsound and 
leaky and did leak out the quantity of three or four hundred 
gallons of Cyder, whereby the plt. doth in fact say he is 
damnified and damage hath received to the value of five 
thousand pounds of Tobacco and Cask Wherefore the Pit. 
hath brought his action against the said Story and craves 
Judgment against him for the said sum of five thousand 
pounds of Tobacco for damages received with Costs of Suite. 

Plea. And the said John Storey the deft. came into Court 
in Propria Persona and and defends the force and Injury Etc. 
and for plea saith not guilty in manner and form afsd. and 
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for Tryal puts himself upon the Countrey and the Plt. like- 
wise. 

Therefore tis ordered that the Jury Enquire the fact. 

Jonathan Parker, Capt. William Downing, Thomas Chap- 
man, Richard Martin, John Cotton, Jonathan Mottershed, 
David Anderson, Andrew Barbee, Daniel Beach, William 
Harris, James Man, Benjamin Newton, which said Jury fairly 
elected, Tryed and Sworn to say the Truth of the Premises, 
do say upon their Oaths we find for the Plt. one thousand and 
eighty Pounds of Tobacco and Caske, and to forfeit his Caske 
so set up to the Pit. 

Judgment. Therefore tis ordered that Judgment shall be 
entered on the verdict of the Jury and that the said John Story 
the deft. shall make Present Payment of the said sum of one 
thousand and Eighty Pounds of Tobacco to the said John 
Withers the Plt. with Costs alias Execou. 

Ordered that John Withers Shall Pay unto the Jury Sev- 
enty Two Pounds of Tobacco with Costs alias Execution. 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford December the 
13th 1692. 


Present: 
Capt. Malachy Peale, Mr. Edward Thomason, 
Capt. John Withers, Mr. Robt. Alexander, 
Mr. John Harvey, Capt. Martin Scarlet, 
Capt. Thomas Owsley, Mr. Richard Fossaker, 
Dr. Edward Maddocks, Justices. 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford December the 
14th 1692. 


Present: 
Capt. Malachy Peale, Capt. John Withers 
Mr. Edward Thomason, Capt. Thomas Owsley, 
Mr. Rich’d Fossacker, Mr. Robert Alexander, 
Mr. John Harvey, Justices. 


Hassels will Proved. Probate of the last Will and Testa- 
ment of William McKenney is granted to Anne Hassell who 
is appointed Trustee to the Estate of the said William Mc- 
Keney for and on the behalf of her daughter Judeth Hassell 
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to whom the said William McKeney gave his Estate she 
giving Security to Perform what the Law directs touching 
the said Estate the said will being Proved by the Oaths and 
Testimonies of Capt. Malachy Peale and Elizabeth Coliman 
Witnesses to the said Will Subscribed. And Mr. William 
Harris and Burr Harrison became security with her to Per- 
form what the Law directs Touching the Said Estate. 


Sneads Estate a Trustee. David Strahan is appointed 
Trustee to the Estate of Hawkins Snead late deceased it ap- 
pearing that he is the greatest Creditor to the said Estate 
Provided he give Security to Perform what the Law directs 
Touching the said Estate. Burr Harrison and Edward Bar- 
ton became Security with the said David Strahan to per- 
form what the Law directs Touching the said Estate. 


Long v Pearson. Ordered that Thomas Pearson shall 
immediately deliver unto Edward Barton guardian to Wil- 
liam Longe, son of William Longe, late of this County deced 
one cow and heifer, now in the Custody and Possession of 
the Said Thomas Pearson as Execr. to Ralph Plat, late de- 
ceased it fully appearing to this Court that they do Properly 
belong to the said William Longe, orphan as afsd. by the gift 
of Mr. Francis Hammersley godfather to the said Orphan 
and Put upon the Records of this County. 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford, February the 
8th 1692. 


Present: 
Capt. Malachy Peale, Mr. Edward Thomason, 
Dr. Edward Maddocks, Mr. Rich’d Fossaker, 
Capt. Thomas Owsley, Justices. 


Adm on of Goslings Es. Administration of the Estate of 
John Gosling late of this County deced is granted to Anne 
Gosling the widow and Relict of the Said John Gosling she 
giving good Security and enter into Bond to Perform what 
the Law directs Touching the Said Estate. 

William Harris and John Peake became Securitys with 
the Said Anne Gosling to perform what the Law directs, 
Touching her deced husbands Estate and Entered into Bond 
accordingly. 
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Ordered that Richard Hurdman Edward Barton and Rob- 
ert Cropper, or any two of them shall appraise the Estate 
of John Gosling deced between this and the next Court, 
and that Capt. Martin Scarlet Swear them according, and 
the said Anne Gosling shall return a True and Perfect In- 
ventory of her deced husbands Estate to the next Court. 


Thomas choose guardn. William Thomas son and orphan 
of David Thomas late of this County deced came into Court 
and made choice of John Hawkin of this County to be his 
guardian and George Lodge of this County became Security 
with the said John Hawkin to Perform what the Law directs 
touching the said Orphans Estate and Entered into bond 
accordingly. 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford February the 
10th 1692/3. 


Present: 
Capt. Malachy Peale, Mr. Edward Thomason, 
Capt. Martin Scarlet, Capt. Thomas Owsley, 
Mr. Richard Fossaker, Mr. John Harvey, 


Justices. 


Hall v. Stribling. Joel Stribling of this County was at- 
tached to answer James Hall of the County afsd. of a plea 
that whereas the Said James Hall at the instance and re- 
quest of the said Joel upon or about the 25th day of April this 
present year 1692 did Send unto the said Joel for the Use 
and Service of Plowing one large good white stone horse 
of him the said James, of the Price of Two thousand pounds 
of Tobacco the which horse the said Joel at the time he reced 
him did faithfully Promise to Return to him the said James 
in 3 or 4 daies in good Condition as when Reced but the said 
Joel little Regarding such his Promise as afsd. has not as 
yet returned to the said James his aforesaid horse, but on the 
Contrary by his Negligence has as the said James is informed 
Permitted by his Negligence the said horse to come by his 
death, by Reason whereof the said James is damnified and 
damage has reced to the value of Three thousand pounds of 
Tobacco and Caske whereupon he brings this Suit and Prays 
Judgment with costs. 
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Order for Fossaker and Hathaway. Mary Hathaway a 
minor the sole daughter of Thomas Hathaway late of this 
County deced came into this Court and did choose Mr. Rich- 
ard Fossaker of this County to be her guardian until she came 
to age or was married and after the Producing the accompts 
of the said Thomas Hathway Estate and the division made 
between him Mr. FoFssaker married the widow of the said 
Hathaway and the said Mary Hathaway she did make choice 
of in Court of three Negroes out of and belonging to her 
Part for her share vizt these three Negroes namely Nero 
Patrick and Jenny and whereas there appears to be due trom 
the said Richard Fossaker in his Qualification afsd. unto the 
said Mary Hathaway the sum of five thousand four hundred 
and fifty eight Pounds of Tobacco, and halfe as p the afore- 
said account of the said Estate here in Court Produced, the 
Court doe therefore order that the said Richard Fossaker 
Pay the same to the said Mary Hathaway upon her demand, 
and the Court doe further order that on Saturday the 11th 
Instant the whole Estate shall be divided between them by 
Capt. George Brent and Capt. George Mason, that the 
Cattle belonging to her the said Orphan may be branded 
that each Person may know his Particular share of the Cat- 
tle and all other Personal Estate according to the Inventory 
in the Records of this County Etc. Tis further ordered that 
the said Richard Fossaker shall give good securitie and enter 
into bond for to deliver to the said Mary Hathaway her full 
share of her Estate to her at the day she shall arrive to the six- 
teenth year of age or day of Marriage which shall first happen. 
And Capt. Martin Scarlet and Capt. George Mason became 
Securities with the afsd. Richard Fossaker to perform what 
the Law Requires touching the said Estate. 


Courts Opinion. It is the opinion and Judgment of this 
Court that whereas the above said Mary Hathaway coming 
into Court and choosing Mr. Richard Fossaker to be her 
guardian as aforesaid and a day appointed for the division 
of the Estate to be made between them, that after a full divi- 
sion made and the cattle branded that each may know their 
own particular share of the Said Estate, that the Said Richard 
Fossaker shall be fully and freely discharged of and from 
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the State Estate and Remains noe further concerned to the 
said Estate only as the Said Mary Hathaways guardian. 


Admrn of Baldridge Estate. Administration of the Estate of 
Charles Baldridge late of this County deced is granted to 
Mary Baldridgge the widow and Relict of the said Charles 
Baldridge provided she give good Security and Enter into 
bond to Perform what the Law requires touching her said 
deceased husbands Estate. 


Securities. Mr. John Waugh and John Matthews became 
security with her to Perform what the Law requires touch- 
ing her said deced husbands Estate. 


Brents Petition. Giles Brent the oldest son of Coll. Giles 
Brent late of this County deced by George Brent his Guar- 
dian humbly sheweth that he is informed there is some part 
of his said Fathers Estate unadministered on wherefore he 
humbly Prayes for administration de bonis non Etc. of his 
said fathers Estate in Right of himself and all his Fathers 
children and he is ready to give Security to Perform what 
the Law in such cases does require. 


Granted. And the Court having fully considered the prem- 
ises and the Legality there of doe accordingly order therefore 
tis ordered that the said Giles Brent shall have administra- 
tion de bonis non of his said Fathers Estate Provided he give 
Security and Enter into bond to Perform what the Law di- 
rects touching the said Estate. 


Securities. Capt. George Mason and Capt. George Brent 
became Security with the said Giles Brent to Perform what 
the Law requires touching the admrn De bonis non as afore- 
said. 


At a Court held for the County of Stafford for Claims on 
the 10th day of February Anno Dom. 1692/3. 


Present: 
Capt. Malachy Peale, Capt. Martin Scarlet, 
Capt. Thomas Owsley, Mr. John Harvey, 
Mr. Richard Fossaker, Justices. 


Each Particular Persons who had claims to be returned to 
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the Assembly come into Court and took their Oaths and had 
Certificates granted them according to act. 


Fossaker Surveyor of Road. Ordered by this Court that 
Mr. Richard Fossaker shall be Surveyor of the highwaies in 
the place and room of Capt. George Mason for the whole 
Precincts of Aquia and Aquakik within this County vizt his 
Precincts to begin at Charles Bushnells house in the forrest, 
and so from thence to the Town in Potomack Neck and from 
the Said Towne to Proceed up to the house of Mr. Edward 
Thomason near the head of Aquia all Persons and inhabi- 
tants within such his Precincts are hereby ordered for to give 
in their attendance to him upon his or his overseers warning 
as he shall appoint for to clear mend and Repair all the waies 
bridges and Swamps in the aforesaid precincts accordingly. 


Stafford SS—March the 7th 1692/3. 


Commission of Peace. The Commission of the Peace being 
read Capt. Malachy Peale Capt. George Mason, Mr. Edward 
Thomason Mr. Mathew Thompson, Mr Edward Maddocks, 
Mr. Richard Fossaker, and Mr. Robert Alexander took 
the Oaths appointed by act of Parliament the Test and of the 
Justices of the Peace, and took their Places accordingly. 


(To be continued) 
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HINGES FROM OLD HOUSES 
By the late Rev. ARTHUR P. Gray and Mrs. Gray 


Scattered throughout Tidewater Virginia, especially in that por- 
tion that lies between the James and the Rappahannock rivers, 
there are many old houses that are now deserted and going to 
ruin, and many sites of old houses that have entirely gone. 

Around these places there may be the memories and associa- 
tions of great people and great events. 

A part of the historical research, in which the writer had been 
engaged in this section for some years, was the study of the 
hinges that remain about these places, or that are still in use in 
occupied homes. The types of hinges as well as the carpentry 
and brick work about the house give some indication of the period 
in which the houses were built. 

Wherever possible we have acquired possession of Colonial 
hinges and locks, especially when these are from places that are 
rich in historical associations. 

The accompanying photograph shows a portion of our collec- 
tion. The numbers that appear on the hinges correspond with 
the numbers in a key that gives something of the stories of the 
places from which they came. 

There is a tradition that both in the northern and southern 
colonies, the inhabitants made their hinges to form the letters 
“H” and “L,” the initials of the divine name “Holy Lord.” They 
believed that this would scare off witches. It is said also that 
sometimes holes were left in the door in the hope that witches 
would peer through and seeing the sacred letters would be afraid 
to enter. 

In this present collection there are hinges from seventeen 
places. This is a small portion of the homes and sites of homes 
that have been visited. 

We give below a sketch of each place that is represented by a 
hinge in this exhibit. 

No. 1. “Barn Elms.” The first Berkeley of this line in Vir- 
ginia came to Gloucester Co. But early in the eighteenth cen- 
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tury an Edmund Berkely came from Gloucester to “Barn Elms” 
in Middlesex Co., on the Piankatank river. The name “Edmund 
Berkeley” was borne by a number of well-known Colonial repre- 
sentatives of the family. 

Near the ruins of the old home may be seen today a tombstone 
with the following inscription: “Here lyeth the Body of Lucy 
Berkeley who departed this life ye 16 day of December 1716 in 
ye 33d year of her age, after she had been married 12 years and 
15 days. She left behind her 5 children, viz 2 Boys and 3 Girls. 
I shall not pretend to give her full character, it would take too 
much room for a Gravestone shall only say that She never 
neglected her duty to her Creator in Publick or Private. She was 
Charitable to the Poor, a kind mistress and indulgent mother and 
obedient wife. She never in all the time she lived with her 
Husband gave him as much as one Cause to be displeased with 
Her.” This lady, the wife of the first Edmund, was born Lucy 
Burwell of “Carter’s Creek” in Gloucester. 

The main brick building was burned several years ago, but a 
separate dependency stands there, deserted, today. There are 
many old Elm trees still in the yard bearing witness to the origin 
of the name of the Berkeley home. 


No. 2. “Carr’s.” There are three interesting types of hinges 
from this place, that appear in the exhibit under the numeral 2. 
Besides the H and L type, there is the strap hinge, the body of 
which swells into a circle with a smaller circle at the tip of the 
hinge. 

At the bottom of the board will be found the other strap hinge 
which is of an especially graceful type. It has the gradual swell 
in the body and the end is drawn out to a sharp point. 

The house belonged to the Carr family of King & Queen, in 
the 18th century. The construction of the house (which is falling 
to pieces) indicates clearly that it is pre-Revolutionary. The 
stairway, the trim of the doors and windows, the cellar brick 
work, the Flemish bond on the exterior of the foundation, and 


other features are all of the period. 


No. 3. “Jones House.” There is a tradition that in the old 
ruin which may be seen today, near the road which goes from 
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Barhamsville to Slatersville in New Kent Co., there lived some 
of the family of Orlando Jones. 

This gentleman was a Burgess from King William in 1718, but 
the next year, just before he died, he seems to have moved to 
James City County. The spot where this ruin stands, is not far 
from the border between New Kent and James City as it existed 
before 1766, when the interchange of boundaries took place. 

Orlando Jones married Martha, the daughter of Col. Gideon 
Macon. These were the parents of Frances, who married John 
Dandridge; so that Orlando and his wife were the grand parents 
of Martha Dandridge Custis Washington. 

A ghost story in connection with this house relates that the 
jealous shades of the old occupants, resent the intrusion of 
strangers. Reputable people have told stories of noises they heard 
in the empty rooms which they had just left, and of doors slam- 
ming behind them where there was no possible human being who 
could be responsible. 


No. 4. “Drysdale Glebe”. Standing today in the upper part 
of King and Queen county, near Newtown, is an old building whose 
glazed brick walls, laid in Flemish bond, constitute one of the lov- 
liest examples of small Colonial buildings remaining in the State. 


It was the Glebe House, or parson’s residence, of Drysdale 
Parish, and one reads today the date of its erection on a brick 
placed in the wall—“1745.” 

Across a stream, on a hill a mile away on the old Kings’ High- 
way (which is now being made into a modern road), stood the 
parish church. The parish was named for Governor Drysdale 
(the “y” is pronounced like a short “i’’). The hinges of one of the 
old doors were replaced by modern hardware in 1933, and the 
old hinges given for this collection, 


No. 5. “Manskin Lodge.” Back in the 17th century, Ralph 
Wormeley of “Rosegill” (who made his will in the year 1700), 
owned a large plantation in the upper part of King William 
County on the Pamunkey river opposite old Hanover Town. He 
called the place “Manskin” from the Manskin Indians who had 
lived in this territory before the white man drove them out. 
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Probably about the time of the Revolution, the house which is 
standing there today in the center of the estate, was erected for a 
tenant, and named “Manskin Lodge.” 

It is a frame building of the gambrel roof type and presents 
many evidences of its early date. 

Ralph Wormeley’s daughter Judith, who married Mann Page 
of Gloucester, inherited the place. Judith and Mann Page had a 
daughter Mary, who married William Randolph of Tuckahoe 
and these last were the parents of Thomas Mann Randolph. 

It is not probable that any of the above mentioned members of 
the family lived in the present Manskin Lodge as their principal 
residence. 


No. 6. “Crittenden’s.” The four small H hinges numbered 6, 
make a set of shutter hinges of pre-Revolutionary type. They 
came from a house, standing in fair condition and occupied at the 
present time as a home in King and Queen Co. It is in the Dragon 
section, in the southeastern part of the county. 

There is reason to believe that this was, at one time, the home 
of Harry Beverley, brother of the historian, Robert Beverley, 
who wrote his History of Virginia in 1706. 

About the time of the War between the States this house was 
occupied by Crittendens, who were a colonial family from the 
southern part of the county. The house has the architectural ear- 
marks of the Colonial period. 

Harry Beverley was the son of Major Robert Beverley who 
came from England to Virginia about 1663, and, to use the words 
of Dr. W. G. Stanard, “was long one of the leading men of the 
Colony.” 

The wife of Harry Beverley was Elizabeth, daughter of Robert 
Smith and granddaughter of Major-General Robert Smith of 
Brandon in Middlesex County, across the Dragon Run from this 
house. 


No. 7. “Mt. Pleasant.” One of the iron historical markers 
placed along the roadside some years ago, stated that this place 
was erected about 1734. There is no trace of it standing today 
above the ground, but a little digging reveals the walls of the old 
cellar. Mt. Pleasant occupied a beautiful site overlooking the 
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Pamunkey river in King William County, near Elsing Green. 
It was the home of the Gregory family, 

Richard Gregory was the probable builder. He married Agnes 
West, whose grandfather, Capt. John West of West Point, was 
the acting Governor of the colony in 1635, and brother to the Lord 
Delaware who was an earlier Governor. 


No. 8. “Newington.” About the center of King and Queen 
County, there is a marker which reads: “A mile south, on the 
Mattapony river, is the site of Newington, birthplace of Carter 
Braxton, (born September 10th 1736), signer of the Declaration 
of Independence. In earlier times, Colonel Jacob Lumpkin, sup- 
porter of Governor Berkeley in Bacon’s Rebellion, 1676, lived 
there.” 

Two of the principal buildings of the group which formed the 
old house, have disappeared, but two still remain. 

One of these is a stone building with diamond shaped windows 
seemingly built from ballast which was brought from England in 
the holds of lightly laden ships. This was probably one of the 
buildings that formed the Fort that was built upon the Mattapony 
river in 1690. Captain Lumpkin is mentioned as the Commander. 
This gentleman was an ardent supporter of the Stuart Regime 
and was brought into court in 1690 for his refusal to take off his 
hat, and to drink a toast, in honor of King William and Queen 
Mary. 

There is reason to believe that the youthful Carter Braxton 
had his quarters in the other building which is still standing at this 
old place. Hinge No. 8 came from this dependency. 


No. 9. “Appleton.” These are the largest hinges of the H and 
L type in this collection. They measure two feet in one direction 
by one foot and nine inches the other way. They came from an 
old place standing today, in good order, in New Kent County, on 
the ridge road which, in Colonial times, ran from Williamsburg 
to the west. It is about two miles northwest of Barhamsville. 


There are architectural evidences that this is a Colonial house. 
For instance, there is in the cellar one of those peculiar vaults, 
with the appearance of an arched-over fireplace, which was built 
without a flue. The cellar walls are laid in English bond and 
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the weather boarding is laid over a thin brick wall. The chimneys 
are in Flemish Bond. It is impossible, as in many cases, to trace 
the colonial owners of this place, owing to the destruction of the 
county records. It has changed hands many times in the last 
hundred years. 


No. 10. “Ryefield.” Before the year 1700, John Walker of 
King and Queen married Rachel, the daughter of Capt. Richard 
Croshaw of York County. He had a grant of ten miles along 
the Mattapony river and ten miles into the interior, which he 
called “Ryefield.” Thomas Walker, a son of John, married 
Susannah Peachey in 1709. He was captain of the Militia for 
the county in 1707, Either this Thomas, or his son John, founded 
the town of Walkerton in the early part of the 18th century. 
In 1705, there was a ferry established from Capt. Walker’s 
mill landing, at the site of the present town of Walkertown. 
The famous Dr. Thomas Walker, who war born in 1715, and 
did so much for the exploring of the West before settling in 
Albemarle Co., was of this family. He was the son of Thomas 
and Susannah Peachey Walker. Hinge No. 10, came from the 
old home of the Ist John Walker. 


No. 11. “Melrose.” The hinge marked “11” is somewhat 
unique. Whereas most of the old H & L hinges had square ends, 
this one has “floriated finials” or flowered ends. It was found 
at a modern place which is built near the ruins of what was evi- 
dently a pre-Revolutionary house. The name “Melrose,” by which 
the place is known was probably given to the old house in the 
time of the early popularity of Walter Scott. Of the original 
house, there remain only the cellar walls, but these are in the 
typical English bond. 

The ruin stands on the bank of the Mattapony river near the 
central part of King & Queen Co. There is no method of deter- 
mining the name of the original occupant of the house. 


No. 12. “Pittsville”’ In Caroline County, near Alps Post 
Office, several miles from the King & Queen line, stands an old 
building which is going to decay. For several generations it was 
the home of the Pitts family and was named by them “Pittsville.” 

One of the few pairs of Butterfly hinges found in Tidewater 
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were still intact on one of the closet doors in the house, other 
doors were hung with the ordinary type of H and L hinge. 


No. 13. “The Mount.” There is a good story that can be told 
about this old Todd place, which is still standing. It is situated 
in King and Queen County—near the Mattapony river, a few 
miles above Aylett, on a high eminence overlooking the river 
bottoms. It was evidently built in the early part of the 18th 
century. When William Makepeace Thackeray in his story “The 
Virginians” came to describe ‘““Fanny’s Mount,” the pre-Revolu- 
tionary home of Hal. Warrington—and his wife Fanny, he selected 
this place. 

From the eminence, one looks down to the site of the old Todds 
Bridge and Todd’s Warehouse where Washington was accustomed 
to cross the Mattapony on his way from Fredericksburg to Wil- 
liamsburg. 

Here lived William Todd, a descendant of the Gloucester Co. 
Todds of “Toddsbury.” His daughter, Elizabeth Payne married 
Colonel Samuel Griffin Fauntleroy. 


No. 14. “Marlfield.” In the upper part of Gloucester Co. near 
the King and Queen line, one may see on the highway, the fol- 
lowing marker: “A mile and a half west in Marlfield, home of 
John Buckner, clerk of Gloucester county, who brought the first 
printing press into Virginia. Buckner printed the laws of 1680, 
without license, for which he was reproved in 1682 by Governor 
Lord Culpeper and his printing was prohibited.” 

The old brick house, deserted and going to ruin, stands there on 
the Marlfield estate today. 


No. 15. “Doncastle’s Ordinary.” The most famous of the 
Colonial taverns of this part of Virginia, outside of Williams- 
burg, was “Doncastles.” Washington, Lafayette, Blanchard, 
Chastlelux, Alexander Macaulay and Patrick Henry all record 
their visits to this place, sixteen miles from Williamsburg on the 
old road to Richmond. 

Around this tavern, Patrick Henry camped with 1,500 angry 
volunteers, on their way to Williamsburg, in May 1775, to drive 
Lord Dunmore into the sea, because he had taken the colonists 
powder out of the Powder Horn and moved it to a British ship. 
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Fighting, at this period of the Revolution in Virginia, was pre- 
vented by Lord Dunmore’s sending Richard Corbin, the Royal 
Receiver-General of the Colony to meet Colonel Henry and his 
men here, and pay them the full value of the powder. 

Some time ago, the owner of this property, in digging in the 
ruins of the place, found an old Bayonet and an H and L hinge, 
both of which are in this collection, 

The site is now in James City county, but before the changes 
of 1766, this spot was in New Kent County. 


No. 16. “Chestnut Grove.” The H and L hinge that represents 
this place was on the door of the room in which Martha Wash- 
ington was born in 1732.—“Chestnut Grove,” located on the 
Pamukey river in New Kent Co., just below the Court House, 
was burned in 1926. After the fire this hinge was found under 
the doorway to the east room, which according to R. A. Brock, 
was the room in which Martha was born. 

John Dandridge, the father of Martha, married Frances, the 
daughter of Orlando Jones and Martha Macon. Orlando was the 
son of the Rev. Rowland Jones, first rector of Bruton Parish. 

George Washington frequently visited his mother-in-law at 
Chestnut Grove, on his visits to Williamsburg. He tells in his 
diaries of his journeys through this part of the country. 


No. 17. “Christ’s Cross.’ In the Virginia Magazine of History 
and Biography for January, 1935, there is a story of the architec- 
ture of this exceedingly interesting place in New Kent Co. It is 
probably one of the very few places in this section that were built 
in the 17th century. 

The house is in the shape of a cross (hence the name), with 
the original front in the east, a short end of the cross. 

Traditionally, it was the home of George Poindexter who was 
prominent in the county and in the Parish before 1700. The 
author of the article in the Virginia Magazine, Singleton Peabody 
Moorehead, an architect of the Williamsburg Restoration Incor- 
porated, has this to say: “In reviewing the woodwork, doors, 
trim, and decorated posts, one fact in particular comes to attention 
emphatically, that we have here another example of the survival 
of the mediaeval convention and method.” 
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The old house is located about the center of the county on the 
road leading from New Kent C. H. to Providence Forge. 


Probably no part of Virginia was more thickly dotted in 
Colonial times with homes that have become historic. But in 
travelling through the territory, one rarely finds a Colonial home 
standing, occupied, and in good condition. Time has laid a heavy 
hand here. 
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MARRIAGE LICENSE RECORDS OF 
NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 
FROM 1735 TO 1795 
AS RECORDED IN CLERK’S FEE BOOKS 


(Concluded From January Magazine) 





Listed and arranged by Litt1an ANpeRSON Hatton, Heathsville, Virginia 





William Haynie and Sally Webb, Jan. 5, 1778 


John Pickren and Molly Smith, .... .... 1778 

Edward Coles and Rhoda Nelms, .... .... 1778 

John Cottrell and Frances Sinah Conway, .... .... 1778 
Benja. Lansdell, Jr. and Sarah Goodridge, .... 1778 
Samuel Coles and Ann Webb, .... .... 1778 


Daniel Moxley and Betty Shapleigh Nelms, .... 1778 
Phillip Fisher and Nancy Corbell, Jan. .... 1778 
William Clark and Eliza. Kirk, Jan .... 1778 

George Eskridge and Nelly Harvey, Mar. 9, 1778 
Charles Haynie and Hannah Harcum, .... .... 1778 
Jeremiah Brown and Caty Hill Folks, .... 1778 
Benjamin Goff and Winnifred Airs, Apr. .... 1778 


William Coles and Sally Wildy, .... .... 1778 
Thomas Hobson and Rebecca Eskridge, .... .... 1778 
John Gaskins and Sinah Coles, .... .... 1778 

Elias Humphries and Lucey Hughlett, .... 1778 
George Downman and Frances Cralle, .... 1778 
Phillip Tignor and Molly Mott, Sept. 14, 1778 
Thomas Wornom and Nancy Haynie, .... .... 1778 


George Lewis and Mary Garland, Sept. 17, 1778 
George Ball and Ann Norriss, widow, Oct. 8, 1778 
Joseph Roberts and Betsy Baker, Oct. 15, 1778 
Rodham Pritchett and Judith Conway, Oct. 16, 1778 


(Licenses for 1779, 1780, 1781 and 1782 not listed in Fee Books ) 


John Almond and Anne Humphris, widow, Apr. 12, 1783 
Moses Lunsford and Elizabeth Davis, widow, Apr. 14, 1783 
George Ball, Jr. and Jane Ball, spinster, May 13, 1783 
Charles Lattimore, Jr. and Ruth Sydnor, spinster, June 9, 1783 
Matthew Bussell and Hannah Conway, widow, .... .... 1783 
Richard Haynie and Nancy Harcum, spinster, .... 10, 1783 
Martin Shearman and Hannah Downing, spinster, .... 20, 1783 
William Harcum and Elizabeth Smith, widow, Aug. 13, 1783 
John Harbley and Winifred Harrison, spinster, Sept. 18, 1783 
George Harrison and Katy Hammond, spinster, Jan. 30, 1784 
William Blackerby and Katy Haydon, spinster, Mar. 17, 1784 
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George Ball, Jr. and Eliza. Payne, widow, Apr. 26, 1784 
Jeremiah Lewis and .... .... .... Beacham, spinster, .... .... 1784 
William Folks and Judith Mason, widow, .... .... 1794 

John H. Fallin and Nancy Davenport, spinster, June 14, 1784 
John Parrott and Frances Peed, widow, June 16, 1784 
Trussell Beacham and Molly Claughton, widow, July 26, 1784 
John Dycke and Mary Bailey, spinster, Aug. 14, 1784 

Thos. Gaskins, Gent. and Sally Harding, spinster, Aug. 30, 1784 
William Williams and Nancy Brown, spinster, .... .... 1784 
Jesse Harrison and Nancy Hazzard, spinster, Nov. 26, 1784 
Kenner Cralle and Nancy Garlington, spinster, Nov. 27, 1784 
William Kirk and Anne Heath, spinster, Dec. 14, 1784 
Thomas Camall and Alice Davis, Dec. 31, 1784 

Peter Cockrell and Sarah Smither, spinster, Jan. 11, 1785 
Thomas Everitt and Nancy Wilson, spinster, Feb. 14, 1785 
William Nutt and Sarah Edwards ,spinster, March 5, 1785 
James Robertson and Sarah Elliston, spinster, April 13, 1785 
William Jett and Elizabeth Hudnall, spinster, April 27, 1785 
John Fletcher and Elizabeth Gaskins Irons, spinster, May 9, 1785 
William Jones and Ann Caldwell, spinster, June 3, 1785 
William Barnes, Jr. and Chloe Winstead, widow, June 22, 1785 
Asa Swanson and Elizabeth Barecroft, spinster, July 14, 1785 
Onesiphorus Harvey and Suckey Hurst, widow, Aug 1, 1785 
Moses Williams and Jane Nutt, spinster, Aug. 8, 1785 

Joseph Pierce and Judith Lee, spinster, Aug. 9, 1785 

Jeremiah Simmons and Mary Bailey, spinster, Aug. 16, 1785 
David Hogan and Elizabeth Boush, widow, Sept. 12, 1785 
John Pinn and Anne Cassaday, spinster, Sept. 12, 1785 

Henry Haynie and Nancy Haynie, spinster, Sept. 14, 1785 
Thomas Brown and Elizabeth Nash, spinster, Sept. 19, 1785 
Ransome Dudley and Sarah Piper, Oct. 10, 1785 

John Peters and Lucretia Ford, .... .... 1785 


Married by L. Lunsford, Minister: 


Allen L. Shiverell and Mary Walker, June 19, 1786 
Samuel Harrison and Jemima Hudson, Nov. 2, 1786 
Samuel Blackwell and Catherine Downing, Nov. 2, 1786 
William Fulcher and Rhoda Simms, Nov. 13, 1786 
Wm. Collier and Sary Blackwell, Dec. 31, 1786 


Married by L. Lunsford, Minister: 


Thos Downing and Hannah Webb, Feb. 4, 1787 
Wm. Jones and Sally Fallin, June ... 1787 
Austin Hall and Jane Walker, July 14, 1787 

John Lavender and Phillip Singer, Sept. 15, 1787 
Fleet Cox and Elizabeth Downing, Sept. .... 1787 


Lewis Lunsford and Elizabeth Waddey Dameron, Mch. 15, 1787 
(Henry Toler, Minister) 
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Married by L. Lunsford, Minister: 


Jessee Beetley and Elizabeth Crowther, Feb. 3, 1788 
James Cox and Jane Neal, Feb. 19, 1788 

James Hammons and Judith Stephens, Feb. 23, 1788 
Spencer M. Pickeren and Jeane Parker, July 7, 1788 
John Swain and Molly Bearcroft, Sept. 9, 1788 

Billy Davenport and Ann J. Blackwell, Sept. 18, 1788 


List of Marriages by Thomas Davis, Clerk, Rector of St. Stephens, 
Northumberland—year 1788: 


William Brooth and Haggy Hague, Jan. 7 

John Cockrell, Jr., and Suckey Williams, Jan. .... 
Thomas Winstead and Milly Stott, Jan. 9 
Jeremiah Newsom and Nancy Richardson, Feb. 7 
William Sebree and Mary Price, Feb. 8 

Thomas Beacham and Jenny Cox, Feb. 14 
Maximilian Haynie anl Judith Welch, Feb. 28 
Richard Shackleford and Joanna Lawson, March 2 
Richard Walker and Susanna Kirkley, March 9 
Philip Fitzhugh and Charlotte Thornton, March 9 
Wm. Hughlett and Eliza. Appleby, March 16 
Rodham Tellis and Betsy Jones, May 25 

Peter Wroe and Eliza Bearcroft, June 22 

John Oliver and Frances Miller, July 14 

Griffin Humphries and Ellen Watts, July 21 
Nathaniel Pullen and Winifred March, Aug. 7 
Wm. Moon and Judith Templeman, Aug. 28 
John Beetly and Molly Betts, Sept. 1 

Wm. Self and Jemima Partridge, Sept. 13 
Morrice Jones and Winifred Welch, Sept. 17 
George Oldham and Peggy Berry, Sept. 29 
Richard Leader and Jane Partridge, Nov. 8 

Wm. Sebree and Milly Hayes, Dec. 18 

Samuel Jackson and Betty Betts, Dec. 24 
Rodham Hudson and Nancy Clarke, Dec 30 


Ephraim Sanders and Nancy McCartey, Dec. 20, 1788 
(L. Lunsford, Minister) 

Joseph Bridgman and Eunice Kesterson, Dec. 22, 1788 
(L. Lunsford, Minister) 

Marriages by L. Lunsford, Minister: 


John Mason and Margaret Edwards, Jan. 4, 1789 
Trop Reason and Eliza Temple, Jan. 4, 1789 

George W. Yerby and Eliza. E. Pinckard, Apr. 23, 1789 
Cuthbert Webb and Winney Goff, Sept. 16, 1789 
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Marriages by L. Lunsford, Minister: 


Heli Wildy and Betty S. Nelms, Apr. 26, 1790 
George Pitman and Elizabeth Fletcher, Apr. 30, 1790 
William Harcum and Polly Parker, Apr. 30, 1790 
John Spry and Elizabeth Curtice, June 27, 1790 
Lindsay Gill and Sally H Piper, June .... 1790 
William P. Rice and Catherine Airs, Sept. 19, 1790 
Randolph Mott and Elizabeth Hammond, Oct. 21, 1790 
Spencer Gaskins and Nancy Adams, Nov. 12, 1790 
George Carter and Sarah Kirk, Nov. 20, 1790 
William Tignor and Elizabeth Kenner, Dec. 14, 1790 
Griffin Forester and Molly Sheverl, Apr. 29, 1790 

(by Benja. Dawson) 
Henry Travis and Teresa Travis, June 29, 1790 

(by Benja. Dawson) 


Marriages by Benj. Dawson, year 1791: 


John Dawson and Molly Hall, Feb. 22 
Charles Bell and Sally Thomas, Feb. 22 
John Beland and Mary Winstead, Mch. 25 


Marriages by L. Lunsford, year 1791: 


Amos Hubbard and Nancy Crowder, Feb. 3 

John Way and Sally Suttin, Feb. 14 

Richard Cornish and Sally Welch, Feb. 14 

William Sanford and Agatha Haynie, Feb. 17 
Peter James and Elizabeth Nickless, Apr 10 
Nathaniel Wilson and Charlotte Sullivant, Apl. 11 
Jonathan Abbay and Peggy Routt, May 26 
Adam Deal and Judea W. Harcum, May 29 
Mitchell Pitman and Nelly French, May 29 

John Nash and Nancy Mortimore, Sept. 16 
Moses Taylor and Elizabeth S. Blackwell, Aug. 11 
George Barrett and Nancy Barrett, Sept. 29 
William Treacle and Elizabeth Hayes, Nov. 23 


A List of Marriages solemnized by William Cannon, a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church: Year 1791: 


John Carter and Betsy Kirk, Jan. 1 

Moses Suttin and Elizabeth Pitman, Mch. 3 
William H. Jaques and Betty White, May 29 
William James and Betsy Gaskins, Nov. 16 


George Shearley and Sarah Rice, Jan. 4, 1792, by L. Lunsford 
Fortunatus Davenport and Sarah Fallin, Jan. 6, 1792, by L. Lunsford 
John Moore and Mary Shearley, Nov. 9, 1792, by H. Toler 
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A List of Marriages solemnized by William Cannon, a Member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church: Year 1792: 


Thomas Bridgeman and Hannah Hayes, Feb. 13 
Joseph Fielding and Betsy Suttin, Apr. 12 

Eppa Lunsford and Sarah Taylor, May 1 

George Pickron and Winifred R. Haynie, May 4 
John Flynt and Frankey Harcum, June 15 


Isaac Mott and Lucy Hammond, Jan. 3, 1793, by H. Toler 
Stephen Haynie and Mary Ann Coppedge, Nov. 16, 1793, by H. Toler 


William Lewis and Sally Hill, Jan. 6, 1794, by H. Toler 

Luke Dameron and Jemima Harrison, Oct. 9, 1794, by H. Toler 

William Knott and Betty Hall, Dec. 25, 1794, by H. Toler 

Charles Fallin and Molly G. Neale, Dec, 9, 1784, by Benj. Dawson 

Thomas Hudson and Mary Magdelin Leader, Dec. 9, 1794, by Benj. 
Dawson 


A List of Marriages by Bryant Phillips, year 1794: 


Motrom Bearcroft and Faney Winstead, Mch. 27 
Spencer Thomas and Milley Marsh, Apr. 16 
Thomas Kirkham and Elizabeth Brown, May 4 
Samuel B. Self and Rebecca Winstead, May 29 
James Airs and Rebeckey Dollins, July 4 

William Webb and Chloe Dawkins, Oct 5 

Elias Mason and Kathrine Ashborn, Nov. 6 
Rawleigh Rains and Elizabeth Jones, Nov. 13 
James Connelly and Lucy Robuck, Dec. 9 
Frederick Dobyns and Lucy Mott, Dec. 18 
Robert Edwards, Jr., and Hannah Keene, Jan. 4, 1794, by James Elliot 


List of Marriages by Joshua Jones; License obtained at Lancaster 
Cort- Tho. Pollard, D. C. 


Richard McCarty and Ann Moon, Apr. 6, 1794 
John Cralle, Jr. and Ann Haynie, May 30, 1794 
Baker Angle, wd. and Rachel Hughlett, July 30, 1794 


List of Marriages by Bryant Phillips, year 1795: 


John Hudson and Betsy Brown, Jan. 9 
Thorton Haynie and Nancy Smith, Jan. 13 
John Booth and Betsy Pullin, Jan. 13 

George Cookman anl Nancy Headley, Jan. 15 
Charles Mahanes and Mary Angel, Jan. 22 
Ewel Webb and Katy Pitman, Feb. 11 

John Winstead and Sally Beacham, Feb. 12 


Daniel Walker and Ruth Hall, Nov. 14, 1795, by Benj. Dawson 
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LETTERS FROM OLD TRUNKS 
A LETTER FROM AGNES SARAH BELL CABELL.’ 


Contributed and Annotated by Mr. & Mrs. Joun H. Guy 


Montevideo,” Feb. 28th 1819. 
My Dear Louisa,’ 

I have little or nothing to tell you in the way of news, but I 
must write to you if it were only to express the very great pleasure 
your letters have afforded me. You promised to be a good cor- 
respondent when you got to Washington and I had considerable 
faith in your promises, but you have exceeded my best expectations. 


You know not how concerned I am at your not going to the 
British Minister’s party. I must commend your philosophy in 
bearing your disappointment so well, but I wish sincerely you 
had not put it to the test on that occasion. I regret too that you 
did not favor the Spanish Minister with your company. Your 
story of the Chevalier’s dutiful daughter, Madame De Heridia, 
is quite romantic and intristing. 





1 Agnes Sarah Bell Cabell, the writer of this letter, was the eldest 
daughter of Col. Robert Gamble, of Richmond, Virginia, who served 
with distinction in the Revolution. Agnes married in 1805 Governor 
(Judge) William H. Cabell, Governor of Virginia 1806-1808, and Judge 
of the Virginia Court of Appeals 1811-1851. She was his second wife. 
She was born in 1783, and died in 1863 at the residence of her son, Dr. 
John Grattan Cabell, in Richmond, Virginia. 

The above letter was addressed to the care of William Wirt, Esq., 
Washington, D. C. Mr. Wirt was at that time Attorney General of 
the United States. His wife, Elizabeth Washington Wirt, was a sister 
of A. S. B. Cabell. 

2 Monteviedo,—in Buckingham County, Virginia, on or near James 
River. It was formerly owned by Joseph Cabell, and from him passed 
to his cousin, Gov. William H. Cabell, who resided there a number of 
years before coming to Richmond to live. 

3 Louisa. This was Louisa Cabell, who was visiting at the home of 
the Wirts’ in Washington at the time. Louisa was a step-daughter of 
Agnes S. B. Cabell, the writer of the above letter. Louisa Cabell was a 
daughter of Governor (Judge) William H. Cabell and his first wife 
Elizabeth Cabell, the youngest daughter of Colonel William Cabell, of 
Union Hill, in Nelson County, Virginia. Louisa was born in 1798. As 
forecast in the above letter, she married Henry Carrington, of Charlotte 
County, Virginia,—the eldest son of Judge Paul Carrington (the elder). 
The marriage took place at Montevideo in the year 1820. Louisa died 
: 1865 at “Ingleside” the Carrington home in Charlotte County, 

/irginia. 
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Little Henry* must have been seriously sick, I apprehend, as 
his indisposition has lasted so long. I hope your next letter will 
bring an account of his recovery. How does his new nurse prove 
on further trial ? 

So, your Uncle Wirt still keeps you all on your Ps and Qs. 
Tell him, I fear he is making a shabby figure in the Supreme 
Court, or otherwise he would be in better humour at home. I 
hope you will have an opportunity of hearing him speak, and 
also Pinckney® again. Why do you not go oftener to Congress 
Hall? You will regret having missed those opportunities of hear- 
ing and seeing all that is curious and worthy of notice when you 
are again immured in the woods of Buckingham. Keep this in 
your mind during the remainder of your stay in Washington, and 
be more on the alert. 

You have made no second mention of Miss Barbour. I 
thought from her professions at your first meeting that you would 
have been frequently together. I expect you have lost a good deal 
of amusement by not being more intimate with her. You and 
your Aunt Wirt have managed injudiciously in not selecting some 
conspicuous and respectable married lady to take charge of you 
when you went to a party. As your Aunt could so seldom ac- 
company you, I wonder you did not think of adopting that plan. 
You ought to remember that one’s consequence, particularly among 
strangers, is frequently appreciated by the company you keep. 

I understand your acquaintance, Dr. Brenaugh, was poor 
Mason’s second. What a shocking affair that duel was; and how 
sincerely I pity Mrs. Mason. Gov. Barbour’s pathetic effusion 
on this event, in the Senate, must have been very affecting, provided 
the scene he described of Mrs. Mason’s conduct on seeing her 
husband’s corpse was not one of his own imagination, which I 
rather suppose it was. 

It is very well you informed me who Mr. Daggitt was, or I 
should indubitably have set him down as a particular beau of yours 





4 Little Henry. This was one of the sons of William Wirt. 

5 Pinckney. This was Charles Pinckney, of Charleston, South 
Carolina, a cousin of Charles Cotesworth Pinckney. Charles Pinckney 
was born 1757 and died 1824. He was a member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives at Washington 1819-1821. 

6 For account of this duel see “Historic Virginia Homes and 
Church” by R. A. Lancaster, Jr., p. 381. 
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from your frequent mention of him. I wish, as he seems to be 
such a favorite of yours, you would frequently con over his 
remark about Miss Worthington. There was, as you say, much 
truth in the remark, whether it applied to Miss W. or not, and a 
truth, too, that you ought to have more deeply impressed on your 
mind. 

What has become of the prodigy, Mr. Gouverneur? Lord 
Ellenborough’s nephew is now the passing favorite, and a Mr. 
Fox. But, as you have only given me the name of the latter, 
without any particulars concerning him, I shall let him slip, and 
return to Mr. Law. There was a man of that name in Washing- 
ton when I was there sixteen years ago. He was then the husband 
of Miss Custis,?’ Genl. Washington’s niece,—afterwards divorced 
from her. He had then just returned from India with two sons. 
Their mother, an East Indian, and still alive, was left behind. I 
recollect seeing one of the boys: his complexion told the colour 
of his mother. And I suppose, with all this previous knowledge, 
added to the history you have given me of him, I shall not be far 
wrong when I conclude that this beau of yours is one of those 
Indian boys. Now, if he was Lord Ellenborough’s eldest son, 
with all this history attached to him, I do not think he would suit 
us; and since he is only the nephew, you will have to let him pass 
on too. 

But what is to be done? Is it possible there is so great a 
scarcity of clever young men everywhere? And will you have 
to come back and take one of these Carringtons at last (either 
Henry® or the General®) ? Look about, girl, look about. Explain 
to your Uncle and Aunt Wirt what a bad prospect there is in 
Virginia for husbands. (Though, if they have not forgotten, 
they know it already), and tell them to look about too. Not,— 
I would have you all to understand, that I am in any hurry to have 








7 Eleanor, daughter of Benedict Calvert of “Mt. Airy,” Maryland, 
married, first, John Parke Custis and, secondly, Dr. David Stuart. She 
was the mother of Elizabeth Parke Custis who married Thomas Law. 
Her sister Martha Custis married Thomas Peter of “Tudor Place,” 
Georgetown. , Va. Mag. Vol. XXV, p. 155.) 

8 Henry. This was Henry Carrington, to whom Louisa Cabell was 
married in the year 1820. 

Carrington married Sarah Coles Tucker. 

® The General. This was General George Carrington, a son of 

Judge Paul Carrington and Margaret Read, his wife. General George 
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you married, but married you must be some time or other, as the 
world goes,—and therefore you must look about and choose the 
best among them, wherever he is to be found. 

Lucy Rives’® is to be married very shortly. The 4 of March 
was the day appointed, but I suppose as the Assembly will not 
adjourn so soon as that, she will put it off. William Rives! has 
been twice to see Miss Walker this winter, so I suppose he still 
holds on there. 

Nicholas’? came up on Thursday, and goes tomorrow to Char- 
lotte to visit his aunt, and from thence to Lynchburg to join his 
Uncle Landon,’* who will commence his western expedition im- 
mediately, provided he learns, in the mean time, that Congress 
has not prohibited slavery in the Missouri country. In that event, 
he will abandon all thoughts of going to the West and proposes 
to purchase land and settle on the Roanoke. Nicholas will be 
greatly disappointed should his Uncle not go; and talks of going 
on alone in preference of being baulked of his tour. He has ob- 
tained a license, but stands to it that he must go off and settle 
among strangers, or else he can never do anything. I have been 
advising him to go no farther than Kentucky, but to settle there 
on your Aunt LeGrand’s'* Greenriver lands, which she has given 
to him, Abram and you. They are said to be very valuable, and 
I see no reason for his going any further. His objection is that 
there are already too many lawyers in Kentucky, 

We have heard but once from Hannah" since she left Union 





10 Lucy Rives,—Lucy Shands Rives, born 1794, married 1819 Alex- 
ander Brown. She died in 1872. 

11 William Rives,—or William Cabell Rives. This was a brother 
of the above Lucy S. Rives. He was born 1793, married Judith Page 
Walker in 1802, and died in 1868. He was president of the Virginia His- 
torical Society from 1847 for many years. 

12 Nicholas. This was Nicholas Cabell, a son of Governor Wm. H. 
Cabell by his first wife, Elizabeth Cabell. Nicholas was born 1796 and 
died unmarried 1821. 

13 Uncle Landon. This was Landon Cabell—a brother of Elizabeth 
Cabell (wife of Governor Wm. H.) Landon was an uncle of Louisa 
Cabell, to whom above letter was addressed. He married 1794 Judith 
Scott Rose, and died in 1834. 

14 Major Edmund Read married Paulina, daughter of Governor 
William H. Cabell, and dying in 1802, left a large estate to his wife, 
who in 1808 married the Rev. Nash LeGrand. Paulina LeGrand is still 
referred to the community as Madam, or “Aunt LeGrand.” (Cabels 
and Their Kin, p. 210.) 
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Hill.45 She was then in Lynchburg,—had been much attended 
to and of course well pleased. She did not expect to go farther 
than Prince Edward, but I am in hopes she will go to Charlotte. 
I want to hear what the Charlotte folks are about since the 
General® has come back. I understand he is to offer for Congress, 
and Henry® for the Assembly. George Tucker is also a candidate 
for Congress. By the bye, what has become of the Doctor? 

Sally and myself laughed heartily at your conjectural description 
of our fireside, but you are entirely out of the secret. The little 
children are sent to bed quite early, and the older ones are kept 
busy at their geography under Sally’s superintendence and mine,— 
until nine o’clock, at which time we all break up and move off to 
bed. Only Sally, who genereally sits up until eleven o'clock. 
What think you of that? Sally and myself have been studying 
chemistry for a month past. We get along but slowly. There 
are so many interruptions from the little noisy children. We have 
just finished the simple bodies, but I fear their examination has 
not made us much wiser. 

How does it happen that you have not once mentioned Mercer 
in all the time you have been in Washington? I expected you 
would see a great deal of him. You know he used to be much 
of a ladies’ man. 

I hope somebody saw you steal Rufus King’s pen. How they 
would wonder what you would want with it! What has become 
of Genl. Jackson? I observe he has been in Philadelphia, and was 
expected in New York, but will he not return to Washington? 

I want you to have an opportunity of finishing your conversa- 
tion about your health. I somehow or other feel a little pre- 
judiced against the doughty General, notwithstanding the bril- 
liancy of his achievements at New Orleans. 

Trumbull’s picture is, I expec,t a sublime affair, but I see it 
does not please everybody. Someone, in the Richmond Enquirer, 
is grumbling very much because such and such persons are not 
assigned a place in it, and because Mr. Jefferson does not look 
in a right direction, &c., &c. 

Mentioning Mr. Jefferson reminds me to tell you that his 
grandson Thomas M. Randolph, who married Miss Nicholas, 





15 Union Hill—the Cabell Home in Nelson County, Virginia. 
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has been lately severely, if not mortally, stabbed by his brother 
in law Bankhead,—whom you have no doubt heard of before. 

Nicholas says he is of opinion that Frank Gilmer is courting 
Sarah Nicholas, and says if he does court her it will certainly 
be a match, for that she seems to admire him of all things, and 
stretches her mouth out of all bounds laughing at his wit. 

It is time for me to bring this letter to a close. Sally desires 
me to tell you that she would write to you if you were not in 
Washington, but she cannot muster resolution enough to address 
a letter to you while you are there. She sends her love to you 
and to Mr. Wirt and my sister: also to Laura and Robert.’® 


Emma and Elizabeth send you a great deal of love and say 
you must make haste and come home. Mr. Fry, also, desires his 
best respects to Miss Louisa. Nicholas sends his love to you, 
and says he is afraid you will come back without a sweetheart, 
and adds that he begins to feel very uneasy about you, Hannah, 
Sally and Sally Cabell. Robert’? and George send their love to 
you. Grattan thinks you are up in one of the pictures over the 
dining room mantlepiece. Whenever I ask him about you he 
looks very wise and points to them. Wirt and Carrington say 
nothing, but like the widower’s parrot, they, I suppose, think the 
more. 

Tell Laura I am obliged to her for her “New and pithy” mes- 
sage. Give my love to her: tell her I have grand hopes of her, 
and must not be disappointed. When she turns out her fame 
must ring far and wide. Give my love to Robert, who I am 
sure will be a clever fellow. Give my love also to all the little 
children, and a thousand loves to Mr. Wirt and Betsy, and do take 
good care of yourself and make the best use of your opportunities 
of seeing the world. Adieu. May Heaven bless you. 

Yours affectionately, 
A. S. B. CaBett.? 





16 Laura and Robert were children of William Wirt. 


17 Robert and others: William H. Cabell and his second wife. 
Agnes S. B. Gamble Cabell, had the following children: Catherine Ann, 
died 1807, Emma Catherine Cabell married Paul S. Carrington, of 
Charlotte, Va., Robert Gamble Cabell, Elizabeth Hannah Cabell, Wil- 
liam Wirt Cabell, died unmarried, Edward Carrington Cabell, John 
Grattan Cabell, Henry Colter Cabell. 

Most of the above family data was taken from The Cabells and 
Their Kin, by Alexander Brown. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY’S REVOLU- 
TIONARY HERITAGE 
(Concluded) 





By Rusy Att1zer Roserts, Cambria, Va. 





A list of militia who won particular applaus for their great ac- 
tivity & those full exertion of all orders. 


James Fenley Capt. 
William Love, 2nd Lieut. 
John Colvin 

Adam Nipp 

Jos Ervin 

George Houck 
Henry Weruck 
George Weruck 
James Wolsey 
Daniel Wetter 
George Davis 
Staphel Simmerman 
George McNutt 
Wm. Phipps 

James Brown 
Richd. Trimble 
Gasper Echebarger 
John Hatsell 

Peter Davis 
Phillip Ace 

Stephen Chaplin 
David Love 
Michael Sapinfield 


A list of Capt. Loves. Co. 


Wm. Love, Capt. 
James White 

George Ewing, Insign 
David Buster 

Adam Denting 

Peter Laughlin 

John Lashley 
Chrisley Vaught 

John Vaught 


William Bartlet 
Michael Creger 
Geo. Creger 
Peter Creger 
Nicholas Clyne 
Charles Fullin 
Philip Peck 
Duncan Gulron 
Wm. Shaw 
John McFarland Sr. 
John McFarland 
John Davis 
Earhart Simmerman 
John McNutt 
James Love 
George Phipps 
Abraham Davis 
Jacob Pleply 
John Crone 
Peter Tarter 
Michael Walder 
Wm. Wirick 
John Whitsell 
Felex Honick 


Sherid James 
Wm. James 
Abeham Godding 
Edward Vaaford 
Arche Roagh 
Phillip Denting 
Decter Creeger 
John King 
Phillip Cannaday 
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David Aberight 
George Martin 
James James 

Wm. Moore 
Samuel James 
Abraham Wells 
Neathen Morgan 
John Buster 

Wm. Buster 

Benj Smith 
George Doughless 
Andrew Branstater 
Robert Reagh 
Ritchard Bird 
Edward Measom 
Anguish McCoy 
Wm. Boyd 

Henry Vice 
Mereday Brockdan 


Thomas Jennings 
Frederick Branstater 
Charles Wrillen 

Moses Wells 

Daniel Herce 
Zacheriah Planckanheger 
Michael Buster 
Frederick Slemp 

Hugh Cox 

Michael Branstater 
Jerel Hester 

Henry Vaught 

John Griffith 

John Singleton 

Arch. Moneson 

George Powers 

Jas Russel 

Michael Planckenherger 
Thomas Majors 
George Miller 


Capt. Loves List. Examd. Recd. Copd. 
A list of Capt. John Lucas Compy. of Militia. 


Andrew Hatfield 
Christian Snidow 
Hemphrey Brumfield 
Philip Snidow 
Philip Lybrook 
Thomas Copley 
Philip Williams 
Thomas Hale 
Edward Hale 
Millitan Adkins 
Parker Lucas 
John Roberts 
Parker Adkins 
Robert Thunder 
Charles Lucas, Jr. 
John McGriff 
Charles Lucas Sr. 


David Price 

John Chapman 
John Sartain 
Richard Chapman 
Thomas Burke 
George Fry 

James Haven 
Thomas Cassedy 
David Hale 
Thomas McGriff 
William Lucas 
Hezakiah Adkins 
John Price 
Michael Madden 
Benj. Weedle 
Parker Adkins, Sr. 
Simmeon Cashaday 


Signed: Wm. Preston, Colo. 


List of Capt. John Taylors Company of Militia. 


John Taylor, Capt. 
Wm. McMullen, Lt. 
Jacob Smith 
Woolerick Taylor 


James Bryn, Lt. 
Philip Hornbarrager 
Henry Yates 
Andrew Lower 
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Isaac Stephens 
James Haven 
John Smith 
Boston Martin 
Phillip Martin 
Jos. Poopichoover 
Abraham Chrisman 
Phillip Barrager 
Michael Price Jr. 
Edward Bean 


Henry Bingamen Jr. 


John Haves 
Jacob Shull 
Christian Shull 
Robt. Ritchie 
John Miller 
John Breckenrige 
John Millsted 
Phillip Harless 
Henry Harless 
George Williams 
Abram Morgan 
George Taylor 
Jacob Stephens 
Joseph McDonald 
Michael Price 
Harman Lower 
Wm. Botts 
Mathew Smith 
Walter Davidson 
James Breckenridge 
Bryan McDonald 
Mathias Keen 
Adam Wall 
Falkner Elliott 


Jacob Hornbarrager 
Henry Taylor 
Henry Lower 
Lawrence Stephens 
Wm. Davidson 
Wm. Haven 

Benj. Elliott 
Andrew Martin 
Chrisian Martin 
David Harless 
Joseph Chrisman 
Jacob Sailor 
Conrad Wall 

John Wall 

John Bingamen 
Howard Haves 
John Shull 

Jos. McDonald 
Robt. McGee 
Robt. Grissom 
John Young 
James Been, Jr. 
Edmund Harless 
Alex. Price 

Alex. Hankins 
Jos. Gray 

George Martin, Jr. 
George Martin 
Jas Been 

Jacob Shull 

Jacob Hornbarager 
George Taylor 
Peter Stephens 
Wm. Norvell 


Signed: William Preston. 


A List Of Capt. John Lucas Company. 


Andrew Hatfield 
John Chapman 
William Lucas 
Thomas Cassaday 
George Williams 
George Fry 

John Sarten, Sr. 
Robt. Hunter 
John Roberts 


John Price 
Thomas Birk 
John Sarten, Jr. 
James Brumfield 
Thomas Marshal 
Thomas Hughes 
Mikel Madden 
Madden’s Cropper 
(A cropper with Madden) 
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Jos. Lucas 

Jacob Snidow 
John Burk 
Christian Snidow 
Thomas Hale 
Edward Hale 
Parker Lucas 
Charles Lucas 
Hezekiah Adkins 
Thomas McGriff 
William Webb 
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Deavid Price 
Thomas Copley 
Thoephly Snido 
Umfrey Brumfield 
James Johnson 
Thomas Passley 
John Alsup 
Hezzechier Phillips 
Isaac Hatfield 
Isaac McKinsey 
Wm. Sextons 


The Capt. excused—living in Botetourt. 


27 Effective 


A List of Capt. James McDaniels Companies. 


Becam Stinnet 
John Long 
Edward William 
William Tatean 
Beniaman Steton 
Burell Spence 
Sammuwill Phips 
Moses Peasleay 
John Clueens 
John Burton, Junr. 
Sammuwill Hunson 
John Smith 
Joseph Flower 
Jacob Dillenan 
George Recees 
Calop Conway 
James Cluerens 
Richard Hill 
Jonnathan Clueens 
John Mullens 
John Burton 
James Isom 


Sammuell Phips Sen. 
Moses Peasleay Sen. 


Learat Denny 
Thomas Long 
James May 
Smartain Munay 
James Hart 
David Collens 
Joseph Austen 
Isaac Auston 


Daniel Clueens 
George Clueens 
John Isom 
Josias Stamper 
Calon May 
Richard Cole 
David Smith 
Fillop Long 
Cenia Menannol 
John Tollever 
Lewis Collens 
Sammuwill Hall 
James Jessan 
Thomas Earston 
Steven Whitman 
Thomas Waganar 
Neal Cain 

John Forbush 
William Steil 
Sammuwill David 
Micl. Whitman 
Pvety Mix 
James Dickens 
Joel Stomper 
Jessa Mix 
Willaba Clueens 
Charles Cole 
William Mainer 
James Cox 
William Erstor 
Jacob Stamper 
James Persons 
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John Hill 
Catheay Mix 
Menaday Collens 
Robart Jones 
John Hall 
Joseph Entercut 
William Luean 


Joseph Content 
John Cole 
Thomas Stenson 
Joel Sampson 
John Sexton 
Steven Austin 


List of my Company. 


James McDaniel. 


A List of Captain James Maxwells Company. 


James Maxwell, Capt. 
Robt. Massett, Lieut. 
Thomas Maxwell, Lieut. 
Thomas Peery, Ensign 
Joseph Johnston, Sergt. 
William Butler, Sergt. 
Jesse Evans, Sergt. 
John Taylor, Ensign 
Zachara Cleery 

Sanes Johnston 

Jacob Wagenor 

Julus Couch 

Chrisley Hensley 
Thomas Witten, Jr. 
John Grimes 

William Cecil 

Samuel Maxes 

John Peery 

Robert Marsham 
Daniel Harmon 
Matthias Harmon 
James Johnston 
Benjamin Thomas 
Jese Gray 


James Ogler 
Jacob Harmon, Junr. 
Richard Cavett 
David Johnston 
Vevery Miller 
William Owens 
Henery Mars 
Peater Harmon 
Thomas Keaf 
Patrick McYease 
Henery Folley 
James Witten 
Mickel Cavett 
Petter Edwards 
John Miller 
Benjamin Joshling 
Robert Reyburn 
William Maxwell 
Jeremiah Witten 
Thomas Thockley 
Under Age— 
John Thompson 
William Witten 


A List of the men under the command of Capt. Mayes. 


Daniel How, Capt. 
Cornelus Brown, Lieut. 
John Day, Ensign 
John Mays, Lieut. 
John How, Ensign 
Peter Dingas 

Joseph Cloyd 

John Scott 

Jacob Anderson 
Christopher Trinkle 


Solas Cecill 
George Pack, Sn. 
Jacob Pack 

Abram Rife 

John Cecill 

Saml. Jones 

James Dorn 

Henry Brown 
Eligh Shufflebarger 
John Pruitt 
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Will Morgan, Jr. John Thompson 
Will Pepper Henry Wizer 
James Haven Henry Thompson 
Peter Helvy Edward Evans 
Adam Helvy James Miller 
Saml. Michael James Bobb 
John Daye Jacob Crumm 
Wm. Buyers Jno. Gillas 
James Brytt John Mayrs 
James Hoge Isaac Petty 
Joseph Hoge Peter Grose 
Samuel Cloyd Wm. Dill 
John Thompson Michal Dunn, Jun. 
Thomas Munsey John Thope 
Jacob Wirces James Workman 
Thomas Cecill James Taylor 
James Cecill Thomas Cloyd 
George Pack, Jr. Patton Thompson 
Peter Rife Geo Wizer 
Gobl. Rife Saml. Hukonan 
Thos. Puckens Danl. Bright 
Mickal Dorn Richard Corp 
Abram Brown Jas. Crumb 
Jacob Shufflebariger Thomas Gillas 
Peter Roole Saml. Mayrs 
Wm. Morgan, Sr. Saml. Patton 
Saml. Pepper, Jr. Joseph Williamson 
James Pepperet James Cloyd 
James Addair Saml. Muncey 
Mathias Helvy James Cage 
Will Lockart Abram Workman 
Namion Cloyd Saml. Workman, Sn. 
A List of Capt. Newells’ List of Militia. 
James Newell Jas Wylie 
Wm. Gleaves Robt. Wylie 
Julian Rutherford Razer Oater 
Isham Christian Jas Davis 
Rubin Rogers John Whealin 
Wm. Rogers Mich. Leach 
Wm. Campbell Jas. Rogers, Sen. 
Adam Dean Geo. Hopkins 
John Ewing Geo. Culdwell 
Geo. Ewing Saml. Ewing Junr. 
Saml. Byrd William Dear 
Geo. Byrd Richard Muse 


Henry Francis David Rogers 
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Michl. Corkney 
James Breuvley 
Joseph Roberts, Jun. 
James Dean 

Wm. Dean 

John Rogers 

Jas Campbell 

Abram Razor 

Wm. Rutherford 
John Carr 

David Miller 

Geo. Duff 

Kyld Shinia 
Command you may your mind from 


(Page 54) Believed to be a record 


Abram Trigg 
Andrew Crockett 
Jos Eaton 
Henry Baron 
James Simpson 
Andrew Boyd 
Thomas Patton 
David Crouch 
Richd. Reigns 
Daniel Waggoner 
Henry Trollinger 
Edward Corder 
Crocon Moss 
Wm. Lawson Faulkner 
Cary Allen 
Henry Bishop 
John Howerton 
Ton Arthur 

John Ross 
Thomas Hollins 
Alexander Evans 
John Runnion 
Anthony Duncan 
Abram Trigg 
James Cloyd 
Joseph Williamson 
Alexander Mars 
John Scott 

Isaac Dailey 
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John Robbins 
Jas Rogers 
Geo. Henley 
Benj. Rogers 
David Culdwell 
Danl. Byrtt 
Thos. Muse 
Wm. Bekley 
Stofl Gose 
Randolph Retherford 
Supin Gose 
Jas Hace 


play every moment of the day. 
Wm. Campbell 1782. 


of Service against Indians. 


Mat. Clum 
William Canterburry 
William Ekins 
Tho. Kirk 
Thomas Evans 
Jacob Blackburg 
Anthony Payte 
Robert Bell 
Barnett Farmer 
Richard Ratliff 
Daniel Dobbins 
Edm. Collings 
John Collingsworth 
Abram Helton 
William Bradley 
Thom. Payte 
Wm. Hall 

John Dispair 
John Arthur 
Jacob Hollins 
Samuel Connoway 
James Fuget 
William Lynsey 
William Jones 
Peter Brown 
Henry Trollinger 
Richard Reigns 
Jos. Mars 

Samuel Scott 
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Albertus Brite Alex Sayers 
James Miller Meredith Reign 
Francis McCorkey John Craig 
John Williamson Samuel Muncey 
Edward Corder Ob. Muncay 
William Davis George King 
James Walker Dan Miller 
Andrew McWilliam Daniel Waggoner 
Peter Wiley William Hall 
Thedmon Munsey Jonathan Ingram 
James Smith John Hance 
Adam Haree 


This day Mary Inglish came before me a justice for s’d County and 
made oath that the above Sum of thirty pounds is just and that a 
bond given for the same was destroyed by the Indians and never 
re’d Eaney part therein Except ye above given Certified under my 


hand this 15th day of March 1762. 
Robt. Breckenridge. 


Montgomery County Militia—1782 to 1784. Montgomery County 
Court Records. 


A List of Capt. John Adams Company of Militia. 





John Adams, Capt. 
John Alcorn, Lieut. 
Walter Beaty, Sergt. 
Jas Chestnut, Sergt. 
Davis Smith 

Wm. McLeroy 
Robt. Breckenridge 
Phillip Reader 
Robt. Adams 

Robt Fleming 

Jos. White 

Edward Hammond 
Magoness McDonald 


Saml. Montgomery, Jr. 


David McGavok 
Jas. Ramsey 
Patrick Adams 
David Connely 
James Sage 
Jacob Aker 

Robt. Miller Junr. 
Robt. Watson 
Robt. Miller Sr. 
Jas. Beaker 


Jno. Thompson 
Saml. Montgomery 
Robt. Steel 
Edward Murphy 
Jesse Evans 
Stephen Reader 
John Breckenridge 
George Diver 
Patrick Morrow 
Edward Harrow 
Richard Chapman 
Andw. Glen 

Jas. Montgomery 
James McGavok 
Henry Gessler 
Wm. Nash 

John Adams 
Jacob Willson 
John Simpson 
Ebenezer Ingram 
Jas. Miller 

John Miller 

John Jewell 
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A list of Capt. James Byrn’s Company. 


William McMullon, Lt. 
William Davidson, Lt. 
Adam Wall Jr. 
Christian Martin 
Andrew Martin 
Phillipp Barriger 
Robt. Grayson 

John Preston 

Robert Richie 

Byron McDonald 
Edward Been 

Mickel Price 

David Harless 


A List of Capt. Pierce’s Co. 


Saml. Ewing 
Thomas Foster, Lieut. 
Alex Nunley Lieut. 
Thos. Whitlock, Sargt. 
John Hayes, Sargt. 
Andw. Stots 

John Stotts 

John Ross 
Frederick Davis 
George Forbush 
Patrick Cash 
Roger Oats 

Jacob Holland 
Saml. Price 

Thos. Holland 
Robt. Bohanon 
Robt. Simpson 
John Stephens 
Thos. Smith 
Richd. Ellos 
Moses Weddle 

Jer. Harrelle 

John Forbus 

John Jinkins 


Leorance Stephens 
George Martin 
John Miller 
Phillip Martin 
Benjamin Wedle 
George Freelder 
John Blacks 
Robert McGee 
John McDonald 
James Been 
Henry Harles 
Phillip Harless 


April 6, 1781. 


Joseph Eaton 
Joseph Hodge 
William Stewart 
Benj. Pierce 
Even Williams 
Nath. Buchanan 
Jacob Cain 
Isaac Shepard 
John Holland 
Robt. Sayers 
James Craig 
Anthy Duncan 
Charles Carter 
Wm. Lee 
Benj. Price 
Chas. Carter 
(Under 18 yrs.) 
Wm. Pierce 
John Davies 
Samson Steel 
Wm. Bell Jr. 
Richd. Ellos 
For duty 39 
Jer. Pierce. 


List of Rangers 


Wm. Preston. 


Undated list of Indian Scouts. 
Israel Christian’s servant, John Cedure, soldier. 


William Davies—Ranger 1759 


Peter Wright, Ranger 1759 
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John Cowan, Ranger against Shawnees 
George Shillern, Ranger with Wm. Preston 
Archibald Buchanan, Ranger 1755 

Henry Lybrook, Ranger 1777 against Cherokees 
Edward Hall, Ranger 1777 

Dr. Thomas Cloyd with Wm. Preston 

Peter Wyley—served with Capt. Dickenson 
John Wiley—served with Capt. Dickenson 

John Wiley, 1760 served against Cherokees 
John Bethell—1758 Virginia regiment 

William Christian—certificate of services Cherokee uprising. 


Names of persons from March 2, 1778 to October 6, in the district 
of John Montgomery. 


John Brady John Simpson 
Hellbert Allison James Cock 
Francis Allison David Lyer 
James Allison John Wood 
James Scott Benj. Rogers 
Phillip Phillips Joseph Thilver 
Amos Bebber Michael Woods 
Ebenezer Maid David Sloan 
Samuel Peircefull Abraham Price 


Signed, John Montgomery. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 


MICOU FAMILY 


As I am a descendant of the Micou family have been gleaning items 
from court records relative to the various members of this family, and 
as Mr. Micou asked for corrections and additions (Vol XLVI, 370) I 
sent him some notes, as I deemed they would help clear up two state- 
ments in his article. 

The first one is relative to statement (page (362) that Margaret the 
wife of Dr. Paul Micou, was “supposed to have been a Roy or a Le 
Roy.” 

From Richmond county records, book 3, page 234, we find record of 
will of Margaret Cammack in which she mentions daughters Margaret 
Micou, Susan Foster, etc., (will proved 1715) and we also gain the im- 
pression that Margaret Cammack was the widow of Sylvester Thatcher 
when she became the wife of Warwick Cammack. 

In her will Margaret mentions sons Sylvester Thatcher and John 
Cammack. 

Old Rappahannock County records, years 1663-68, page 82, page 140, 
Jan. 1, 1667/8, is the statement that Warwick Cammack gave bond as 
administrator of Sylvester Thacker’s (Thatcher’s) will. 

In Book 1686-92, page 114, March 6, 1688/9 is recorded that John 
Cammack testifies he is a son of Warwick Cammack and Margaret, his 
wife. 

In William and Mary Quarterly April 1936, pages 243-245 is an article 
on the Micou family, which explains at length (giving documentary 
references) this proof that the wife of Dr. Paul Micou was Margaret 
Cammack. 

On page 368, October 1936 number, Mr. Paul Micou states that Mary 
Micou married first Col. John Hill, second Col. Joshua Fry. In Wil- 
liam and Mary Quarterly July 1936, page 490 is an article relative to this 
Hill-Micou marriage, and from documentary records the writer shows 
that Mary married Leonard? Hill. 

On page 119 of Essex will book 6 will be found the following account 
of the division of the estate of Leonard? Hill who died 1734. “Pursuant 
to an order of Essex Court appointing Francis Smith, Richard Tyler 
and William Beale, Gents, or any two of them to divide the estate of 
Leonard Hill, Gent, deceased, and to set apart for Joshua Fry, Gent, 
in right of his wife one third of the land and shares,” etc. 

Essex Order Book, Aug. 28, 1772, page 371 Thomas Hill, Ann Hill 
and Mary Hill infants of Thomas Hill, deceased, (Thomas Hill was 
son of Leonard? Hill) by Mungo Roy their guardian, etc. 

Do not have reference to book, but in Essex records after year 1734, 
the year Leonard? Hill died, there is a great deal about John and Paul 
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Micou, uncles of Thomas and Leonard? Hill, getting all the estate in 
their hands and not giving Thomas Hill anything, etc. 


Roberta M. Warren (Mrs. J. E.) 
P. O. Box 81, Newport News, Va. 


HUMSTON—NEWTON—GREGG 


Benjamin Newton of Stafford County, Virginia, third son of John 
Newton, emigrant ancestor of the Newton family of Westmoreland 
County (Va. Mag. XX XVII, pp. 180-181), married Mary . Was this 
Mary a daughter of Thomas and Lucy Gregg of Stafford, and a sister 
of Thomas Gregg, Jr., and Lucy Gregg, wife of Edward Hunston II? 
The above Benjamin and Mary Newton had issue Ann, Elizabeth, 
Sarah and Benjamin Newton. Was the daughter Sarah Newton the 
same Sarah Newton mentioned in the will (1730) of Lucy Gregg as her 
granddaughter? (Liber M, p. 25, Stafford County Records) Edward 
Humston, III, grandson of Lucy Gregg, principal devisee and executor 
of the same will, married before 1735, Sarah Was this Sarah 
the granddaughter of Lucy Gregg and daughter of Benjamin and Mary 
Newton? 








E. S. Humston, 
Wyaconda, Mo. 


CARRELL—KIRK—HUNTON—BROWN 


(1) Who was Mary Currell (or Carrell) who married in 1728 in 
Lancaster County, Virginia, Thomas Hunton? 

(2) Who was Judith Kirk who married William Hunton, son of the 
preceding, of Lancaster, and New Baltimore Fauquier County? 


(3) Who was Hannah Logan Brown “of King George County” ac- 
cording to the family records, b. Feb. 11, 1765, who m. Feb. 6, 
1786, James Hunton, son of William and Judith Kirk Hunton 
of Fauquier County? They had children: Charles m. Hannah 
Brooks, Eppa, James d. young, Silas, Judith m. John Hampton, 
William, Thomas Logan and Margaret L. m. (1) Arthur Biack- 
well and (2) John Brown. 

Jessie H. Meyer, 


Ruxton, Md. 


BRAHAN 


I am anxious to learn the surname of a great-great grandmother. 
Records destroyed in fire at Huntsville, Alabama in 1817. 

The will of John Brahan, filed in Fauquier County, Virginia in 1775, 
mentions “My Wife Lettuce.” 
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One aged aunt thinks the surname was Gill or Atwood. Can anyone 
aid me in this search? I have all records save this. 


In 1760 John Brahan was in Westmoreland County, for he signed a 
deed there, but evidently Lettuce had not come into his life then. 
Mrs. F. R. Keefer, 
3607 Porter St., N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 








CHAMBERLAYNE 





As this number of the Magazine goes to 
press, we are distressed to report the passing 
of a gifted and valued member of the Society 


and its Executive Committee. 


Dr. Churchill Gibson Chamberlayne 


after a short illness passed away at his home 
in Henrico County, Va., on Monday, April 2, 
1939. 
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GENEALOGY 





VIVION FAMILY OF VIRGINIA 
(Concluded) 


By CuHarLes BRUNK HEINEMANN 


— 283 — 


(283) Thomas Vivion, born September 22, 1776; died October 11, 1860. 
He married: 
I. Nancy Bush, 12/23/1798; born 12/5/1781; died 1816. 
II. Ann Davis, 9/12/1816 born 1/25/1795; died 12/14/1865. 
He was in the Clark County, Ky., census of 1850. 
His children are listed from Volume XXXIV, page 350, of the Vir- 
ginia Magazine of History and Biography. The list was furnished by 
a son then living in Cartersville, Georgia (1900). 


He had: 


By first marriage: 
320. Mannda Bush Vivion, born September 29, 1799; died 1898. 





Married Combs. 
321. William Bush Vivion, born August 1, 1801; died Novem- 
ber 15, 1875. 
322. Lucy Vivion, born November 12, 1803; died ——. Mar- 
ried —— Keys. 
*323. Martin or Milton Vivion, born December 23, 1805; died 
, 1897. 





324. Willis Vivion, born February 12, 1808; died in infancy. 
325. Sarah Ann Vivion, born December, 1809; died A. 1800. 


Married: I, —— Rucker; II, —— Barbee. 

326. Nancy Ann Vivion, born December 12, 1812; died in in- 
fancy. 

327. Thomas Jefferson Vivion, born February 5, 1814; died May 
8, 1897. 


328. Albert G. Vivion, born January 8, 1816; died May 1, 1865. 
By second marriage: 
329. Mary Ann Vivion, born September 22, 1817; died C. 1898. 
Married Emerson. 
330. Willis D. Vivion, born September 24, 1819; died November 
24, 1890. 
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331. Elizabeth D. Vivion, born September 14, 1821; died in in- 


fancy. 
332. Lucinda D. Vivion, born July 18, 1823; died February 26, 
1881. Married —— Sparrow. 


333. Ann Washington Vivion, born in 1825; died in infancy. 
334. John E. Vivion, born July 12, 1827; died December 25, 1895. 
335. Ben T. Vivion, born November 19, 1829; died January 18, 


1882. 
336. Martha Frances Vivion, born January 12, 1833; died ——. 
Married Spencer. 





337. James Harvey Vivion, born March 25, 1835; died A. 1900. 
Nos. 338 and 339 reserved. 


ome Fe ane 


(284) Harvey Vivion, born ——; died ——. 
He married They resided in Howard County, Mo. They had: 
Nos. 340 to 349 reserved. 





— = 
(285) Flavel Vivion, born ——; died ——. He was a minor in 1791. 
He married Franky Collin in Clark County, Ky., C. 1807. They had: 
350. ; 
351. Julia Vivion, born ——; died ——. Married Martin or 
Milton Vivion. 
Nos. 352 to 359 reserved. 
— 310 — 
(310) John G. Vivion, born ——, 1800; died ——, 1875. 


He was born and reared in Clark County, Ky., and married Rebecca 
Robinett, of Bourbon County, Ky. They moved to Missouri in the fall 
of 1825, settling in Boone County. He died in Boone County. 

They had: 

353. John M. Vivion, born ——; died ——, 1852. 
*354. William H. Vivion, born February 7, 1827; died A. 1888. 


355. Louisa M. Vivion, born ——; died ——, 1878. Married 
J. M. McKim. 

356. Mary E. Vivion, born ——; died ——. Married W. A. 
Hamilton. 

357. Robert R. Vivion, born ——; died ——; of Boone County, 
Mo. 

358. David R. Vivion, born ——; died ——; of Callaway Coun- 
ty, Mo. 
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359. Sallie A. Vivion, born ——; died ——. Married —— 
Boone, of Boone County, Mo. 
359a. Irvine C. Vivion, born ——; died ——-; lived in Boone 
County, Mo. 
359b. James H. Vivion, born ——; died ——. Died young. 
— 323 — 


(323) Martin or Milton Vivion, born December 23, 1805; died 1897. 
He married Julia Vivion, a daughter of his uncle, Flavel Vivion. 


They were in the Clark County census of 1850. They moved to La- 
fayette County, Mo., and later to California. 


He had: 
360. Thomas Vivion, born ——-; died ——. 
361. Mary F. Vivion, born ——, 1841; died A. 1850. 
362. Sabrina Vivion, born ——, 1845; died A. 1850. 
363. Ann Vivion, born ——, 1847; died A. 1850. 
364. Thacker Vivion, born ——, 1843; died A. 1850. 


Nos. 365 to 369 reserved. 


— 354 — 

(354) William H. Vivion, born February 7, 1827; died A. 1888. His 
biography is at pages 852 and 853 of the History of Callaway County, 
Mo., and this contains other family data. 

He was married twice, as follows: 

I. Mary C. Shaw, February 28, 1852. She died February 6, 
1867. 
II. Rebecca M. Grant, after 1867. 

His children, presumably by his first marriage, were listed as 
follows: 

370. John M. Vivion, born B. 1867; died A. 1888. 

371. Norton M. Vivion, born B. 1867; died A. 1888. 
372. Maggie S. Vivion, born B. 1867; died A. 1888. 
373. William S. Vivion, born B. 1867; died A. 1888. 


MISCELLANEOUS VIVION RECORDS 


Although some of these records probably refer to members of the 
families related to this group, it has not been possible to identify their 
relationship from the information available. 

Catharine L. Vivion wed Wm. H. Robinett, November 15, 1864, Fay- 
ette County, Ky. 

Elizabeth Vivion was named “Cousin” in will of Mrs. Ann Fox in 
“ancaster or Middlesex County, Va., March 13, 1722. 
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Flavel Vivion, born 1805, in Clark County, Ky., census of 1850, was 
undoubtedly son of (285) Flavel Vivion, with 
Isabel C., born 1810 in Kentucky. 
William H., born 1835 in Kentucky. 
Mary F., born 1836 in Kentucky. 
Milton H., born 1838 in Kentucky. 
Margaret, born 1841 in Kentucky. 
Ann, born 1845 in Kentucky. 
John, born 1846 in Kentucky. 
Frances Vivion, incorrectly spelled Francis, was named as a widow 
in the will of Sir Henry Hyde, of Salisbury, Eng., March 1, 1650. 
John Vivion, born 1800, in Clark County, Ky., census of 1850, prob- 
ably was son of (285) Flavel Vivion, listed as (310), with 


Nancy, born 1810 in Kentucky. 

Sally, born 1831 in Kentucky. 

Mary J., born 1833 in Kentucky. 

Lou Ann, born 1835 in Kentucky. 

John S., born 1838 in Kentucky. 

Telitha, born 1840 in Kentucky. 

Nancy, born 1844 in Kentucky. 

Martha, born 1848 in Kentucky. 

Thomas Vivion, born 1813, in Howard County, Mo., census of 1850, 

probably a son of (190) Thomas Vivion, with 

Mary A., born 1813 in Missouri. 

Sarah T., born 1840 in Missouri. 

Harvey B., born 1845 in Missouri. 

Elizabeth, born 1848 in Missouri. 


Marriages 


Catharine L. Vivion, m. Wm. H. Robinett, 11/15/1864, Fayette Coun- 
ty, Ky. 

Elizabeth Vivion m. Paul Thilman, 12/16/1730, Middlesex County, Ky. 

Isaac H. Vivion m. Frances Sharp, 12/22/1803, Clark County, Ky. 

Jenny Vivion m. Daniel Harris, 1/28/1807, Clark County, Ky. 

Marinda Vivion m. John H. Combs, 1/2/1819, Clark County, Ky. 

Martha Vivion m. Thomas Potts, 6/25/1813, Clark County, Ky. 





INDEX 


(Explanation. Refer to the original listing of the index number shown. 
If it is preceded by *, additional data will be found under the paragraph 
assigned to that index number. Where letters precede the dates shown 
in “Period of Life,” “A” indicates that the event happened after the 
date shown; “B” indicates before the date shown; “C” indicates around 
the date shown.) 
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Period of Life 
Name Birth Marriage Death Index No. 
Amis, Rachel (Daniel ).................... Rg onc 150 
gS OS ae ee EE. Lo Aree ae este 150 
ae S|, ae ee es 200 
Biscoe, Christian (Hill-Petty)......... ........ | ne 4 
ee aermias 1689 1700 + 
NIE inka catescaicinieniniens aati Se 141 
IN iis cnsccinliniacngsietocsitigin:” nti er 185 
ns cis 1742 1763 1806 172 
Brooking, Frances (Vivion).......... A1718 ee 175 
I cciceccccntticntaoms — cetupre la 175 
Bush, Frances (Vivion).................... i I 286 
EEE 1781 1798 1816 283 
RD Ciiiticheshsscinisnnssstitcnsinnennsisitical” “aldih ee neal 286 
OE SE ee ee ne Oren ee Oe | el 141 
| | Se cee ae a oe Le i a a 287 
oe eee: eee ~ weds” sede 33 
Daniel, Beverley ........................-:-000 1762 1782 A1850 153 
NII, MEINE seiscsnctescresnticisanosemmensdes 1709 152 
BOO, INE vsiiisnreieseivecceeed UA B1756 1793 153 
Daniel, Elizabeth (Vivion).............. moe | heise B1800 180 
a ae a SL ee ee ee ee 32 
NN a ois sadiccastees REGO. © tei 1792 155 
ee eee TTR) ick 153 
IIE iiniithecsisntisiticewcsininn ye ner 1786 156 
Daniel, Margaret _ A1706 154 
Daniel, Margaret (Vivion).............. 1684 1704 1750 32 
Daniel, Mary (Dillingham)... ........ Po) 155 
Daniel, Mary (Mickelborough).....B1740 ___ ............. A1810 153 
Daniel, Peter ......... i Re a ae 151 
TAT 1724 157 
RE Re Poa OS ee 150 
I iach cubical smdind 1815 1883 153 
EERE a i 153 
Daniel, Susanna (Roane) .........-0.  ----+-+- cis 156 
a a etek 1803 158-180 
NA UNOS: ceninscnalibdisiintainitediaiantaids 1795 1816 1865 283 
I i a ee eee 0 aes 220 
Ferguson, Margaret (Vivion)........ lee PN I rae 184 
ne es au” nen 184 
MIE, III ccc cacstercccccececinccnce lite ce 1919 153 
Gholson, Martha ............................... ee ae ae 187 
GENIE III cccccccrscecmeeccisonscsm spams ee” semsom 354 
Hamilton, Mary E. (Vivion).......... a eee 356 
ES ee er! | cebunant 356 
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Death Index No. 


GENEALOGY 
INDEX—Continued 
Period of Life 

Name Birth Marriage 
Hebe: ©) B..... cee 1882 1908 
Homies: Bi-B Ti i sscsscccesi SS es 1873 
Heinmann, Samantha Jane (Watts) 1853 1873 
FR. Fatt hn ceils Dae 1782 
FETE GIN iscicencatiziceisielaccesioncsnte ” ecames 1689 
Howard, Major John....................--2.- i) ce 
McKim, Louisa M. (Vivion) 0.2... ccc. cseseseeeees 
RM, Fe FI ones crecieeceee soe B1878 
Mickelborough, Hemry .........-...0.02 ceceo-ee 
Mickelborough, Mary ...................... re 
Mickelborough, Jane ....................... yr 
Mickelborough, Susanna (Daniel) _ ........ B1800 
Minor, Diana (Vivion)................... A1680 1706 
ET, COIR asc ectebicniclnisecaccnctcicd” wasnt 1706 
Pe, TIO sanisctitdidictmnctel noes A1675 
Pierson, Sarah (Travers)... o-oo A1706 
Pratt, Margaret (Vivion).............-. 0... A1718 
PE: TOE isciaccoutiencae Sse A1718 
Quarles, Frances (Vivion)..........-.0 ©... 1779 
Cee, FO viisucitintaccnetaiancad ‘accu 1779 
Robinett, Rebecca MDE 2 2 Hae B1825 
I BI Gireccerncensnttnsiniticiniensnenictes: citi 1832 
ee C1780 1801 
NI, PO casi th ccaceteene” -wetices B1715 
Smith, Jane ... oh 1715 1735 
SMI. TOME CEO Ace ccs B1690 
I, PE hcenienetdatdconninned pallens B1650 
Smith, John B1700 B1715 
SOR DOMINO cn ciccccenn eek es B1681 
Smith, Margaret (——) -....-.ecccccccce  eseseees B1650 
SI: ING siiecnccsithsccisslcertontae Aas B1690 
Thacker, Elizabeth .................... Be = 1694 1711 
Ts, “RRNOR : eccrine 1717 
FRE, TRE ccttctitntendd seta 1778 
Thompson, Sally (Vivion)............. ....... 1778 
TR: FR cerscccrencccstanunieke® des A1706 
Towles, Margaret (Daniel )............ Pulvee~ “sees 
fg ee ek? Sime eee A1750 
Fe See) Al1735 
Vivion, Albert G.... Be” sarees 
L,Y ES OOS ie 1771 
Lg ah RRA Ee eee &. FPF Scene 
Le ae |r nee adie 


153 
153 
153 
153 
4 
211 
355 
355 
153 
153 
152 
153 
33 
33 
4 
151 
176 
176 
182 
182 
310 
354 
210 
141 
141 
141 
4 
141 
4 

4 
141 
31 
34 
183 
183 
154 
154 
220 
221 
328 
293 
218 
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INDEX—Continued 
Period of Life 


Name 

Vivion, Ann (Davis)............-.---.----- 1795 
Vivion, Ann Washington.................. 1825 
i ee cee a Se 1829 
Eg NS ae re eevee A1680 
NS iced A1718 
CE, 6 ene. A1750 
Vivion, Charles Augustus................ A1735 
Vivion, Christian (Hill-Petty- 

ee te ena eT RE B1680 
Sf  :  eee e A1825 
I FEOOD oioiooceccccieetnscel A1680 
PO I i cas B1866 
Vivion, Elizabeth ................ ~cacoeultiees 1717 
Vivien, Elisabeth .....<................... 1719 
a a ee 1718 
Vivaon, Elizabeth —...................... A1735 
Vivion, Elizabeth D..................-...-.-- 1821 
Vivion, Elizabeth (Barett).............. C1765 
Vivion, Elizabeth (Brodnax).......... 1742 
Vivion, Elizabeth (Thacker)........... 1694 
Rrra Seana B1791 
NE OS eS» oe eee A1735 
ee ne A1718 
Oe. an 
ee 1765 
Vivion, Frances (Thacker)............. ........ 
CO Sr ONO i occas 1736 
fe | ne Sane B1791 
Vivion, Irvine C......... ToT eee: A1825 
Vivion, Jacky (John)...................... A1736 
ee a nee eT ee A1735 
Vivion, James Harvey..................-.-- 1835 
fe ee A1825 
EE ee re A1718 
(ae 7 eee A1735 
Oe ee ees 1770 
Vision, Jane (Smith)...........0 1715 
Vivion, Jame (——) ......ccccecccceececeece | ceceenee 
Gee Pe cee B1620 
OI i cninininitansienimniiiiionnnitls C Milihien 
I ae a esccnictsnn 1681 
ON OS See A ener 1714 
ES Se eeeranenee 1736 


1816 


1865 


Birth Marriage Death Index No 


283 
333 
335 

30 
171 
292 
186 


4 
358 
33 
213 
140 
142 
170 
180 
331 
200 
172 
32 
285 
221 
175 
182 
286 
34 
172 
284 
359a 
280 
222 
337 
359b 
173 
181 
211 
141 
34 
2 
4 
31 
141 
187 
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Period of Life 

Name Birth Marriage 
Wil: FOR ha escccciitenchesseerned (77, anes 
Vivion, John E. ..... eae 
Viewty. BOR Gn shiccctctiiiecedt 1800 B1825 
fe eS ee ee ee 
Vireo: Jolene sssccnescoscssiscicnssnstine i 
VOI IIR scciicncctebed ice OES 5. sini 
Viviee, Laure (Towne) ..+...442) &.. A1750 
VRi: SN i EE A cic canteen oe 
Viste, damit Din ac dina iiss 
i a ee ED x cisiiconice 
Vivion, Lucy ...... 2): ae 
Vivien, Late Trotter) isco sacs B1771 
Vivion, Maggie S | gees Serre: 
Vivion, Mannda Bush........................ i 
‘Vieiety SI SS cine 1684 1704 
Vien, SIGNI GE hice (| ae 
Vivier, Margaret .ncccsci ccc i) 
Vivioi, MatRRiOO cicctcicceeccnds i) 
Vivion, Margaret (Smith)... ........ B1688 
Vivion, Martha Frances.................... 1833 
Vivion, Martha (Gholson).............. PI | i insstietinass 
Vivion, Martha (——) -..ceeeeeeeeee ceeceees B1789 
Vivion, Martin (or Milton)............ 
Vivien, Mitte: sn. MTT > hoanthnies 
Viwiam, Mara Aattiiccccnccecccccsntcccimstulis ers 
Vivien, Mary (Brockt) nccntics | cnn B1770 
Vivion, Mary C. (Shaw) .0..........00 soso 1852 
Vile: Sie Bie Se - entiiiien 
a, Ane ts Ra ae 
i en emer e! B1670 
Vivion, Mary (——)......cccccccecececeee  cnseeeee Al724 
Vie BOD sek et A1735 B1800 
Vidiem, SR fice inedsidet oo) i __—- 
Vivion, Nancy .... bis RES. cceupicnicttt 
Vivion, Nancy Anm.................-....0..0+ i ieee 
Vivion, Nancy (Bush)...................... 1781 1798 
Vivion, Norton M.....................-+ cen 
Vivion, Rebecca (Robinett) ............. ........ B1825 
Vivion, Rebecca M. (Grant)...... MAGGE erin 
I  sethcescedaiilpiariintatiniciagtet ° teeta B1600 
Wee ee Bn, Fe ae side 
Vien, Beeiet Bo... P  *. ae 
TU: UII - sicscescicteaninigaanteeniaaiiten 1845 


215 
334 
310 
353 
370 
351 
220 
355 
332 
322 
294 
221 
372 
320 
32 
176 
184 
291 
4 
336 
187 
141 
323 
174 
329 
185 
354 
356 
361 
1 
34 
282 
212 
214 
326 
283 
371 
310 
354 
Foreword 

5 
357 
362 
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INDEX—Continued 
Period of Life 
Name Birth Marriage Death Index No. 
Ts iiss rescence Ae nom Al850 359 
I, TI ti ciccictittcastticcrcnnvesceadilad | eas he SRR Bie 183 
I citcinccsnsihticnbitiennensaie . ~-<eeeear) abel 287 
I, TE rrcssnnindeciatrntennaniich A1791 ee weheSl 350 
Vivien, Sarah Ann 1.0.0.0... BU — -peendataie =~ samba 325 
Vivion, Sarah Mariah ...................... 1781 Re) 210 
Lf ee nee eo Sen eee sande?’ “dnd 290 
Viveom, Supa Cioatle) onccniccccss - ccsesss BIISS  ~ nis 220 
Vivion, Colonel Thacker.................. B1866 ie 216 
I, TI siciccttiticiiitneeenenicsts Oa -<«camuns ~ “enethill 220 
Wi, TINE nrc ds SR ~ -wiepeihi Al850 364 
Vivion, Thacker Smith.................... rs. es 1866 185 
Vivion, Thacker Smith .................... er ree. 281 
A: ID ic cecccictcns* Seca ~ aadeanon 1670 1 
ON SIE cit iicccmnces akan 1717 1761 34 
WR IIIS sescsssccsticciccresscedcds Reele ~ wases - wes 360 
| a) eee 1776 1798 1860 283 
Vivion, Thomas Jefferson................ ~~~ carapace 1897 327 
es I eens eee ee 217 
I: SR trite sate ~ vce 1726 3 
eee See - ee 1840 200 
Vivion, William Bush ...................... ie swede 1875 321 
Vivion, William H........................... 1827 1852 Al888 354 
Vivion, William S...........................  - scccsadd A1888 373 
ey Setestessicttnictictnnennemciei 1808 324 
po SOD: -—— conic 1890 330 
IN TI scniadCereccasntocaniiichll eee atten” |) «del 212 
Ee ee 1815 1883 153 
Re ee oe Ee re eee 350 
Watts, Beverley Damieb occ, ceceescs | ceemeece A1870 153 
Watts, Josephine (Fisher).............. wee 1919 153 
Watts, Samantha Jane...................... 1852 1873 1926 153 
Watts, Sally (Vivion).................... Al1791 1825 A1870 350 
Watts, Sareh (Daniel) ).........0.25 <<. 1815 1883 153 
Weatherly, Margaret (— Smith) _ ........ ee anes S 
TINE, RTIOUIUIS So scscsescseniectiins sidecases Biggs 2s 4 
Webb, Jane (Vivion)........................ te -—-«saea- > SS 181 
Ee RTs oe ential ARG nnn 181 
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THOMAS SLAUGHTER OF CAROLINE 
In and Out of Chancery 


By WittraM BucKNER McGroARTY 


Filed away in the archives of the Virginia State Library are the 
remnants of the records of a suit in chancery, in Caroline County, 
brought in the year 1804, against Thomas Slaughter of that county by 
one Shepherd, et al. One could wish that a more complete file had 
been preserved but, ragged and frayed as they are these fragments are 
sufficint to give us the story. 

If one could individualize and set in genealogical sequence the numer- 
ous Thomas Slaughters listed in Dr. Philip Slaughter’s celebrated 
“History of Old St. Mark’s Parish” he would be hailed as a public 
benefactor; the present writer has made the attempt and has failed. 
Apparently little progress has been made in this direction since the 
late Dr. William Stanard wrote that “The published accounts of the 
Slaughter family are all exceedingly deficient in details, dates, and 
references to authorities”.1 

The “History of Old St. Marks’ begins with the arrival in the new 
parish of two brothers, Robert and Francis Slaughter, who became the 
first church wardens; their brother Thomas, it is stated, settled in Caro- 
line County. This was in the year 1731. Speaking of Robert and 
Francis, Dr. Slaughter says, “These antique vestrymen were the 
fruitful germs of genealogical trees which have spread their prolific 
seeds from New York to Florida, and from Virginia to California. 
This is not a rhetorical flourish, but is literally true’. Wherever they 
went, it may be added, the name of Thomas went also. 

There is on record in Essex County the Will of Robert Slaughter, 
the father of the three brothers, Robert, Francis and Thomas. His 
wife was Frances Ann Jones, daughter of Col. Cadwallader Jones. 
This will was drawn February third 1725, and was probated August 
first, 1726. It is evident that the elder Robert lived in that part of 
Essex which in 1728 became a part of Caroline County, and that his 
son Thomas (or was it his grandson, Thomas) remained in his native 
county. Regarding this Thomas, Old St. Marks has little to say. 

In 1768 the Will of Reuben Thornton was probated in Caroline; in 
it he mentions brotherinlaw Thomas Slaughter, sister Sarah 
Slaughter, and nephew Thomas Slaughter, to whom he leaves a legacy 
of fifty pounds sterling “provided he brings no account against my 


” 9 
a 


estate that is now subsisting between us”. 


On February 12th, 1736, at a court held for Caroline County a peti- 
tion was brought by Thomas Slaughter and Sarah his wife against 


1 Va. Mag. Hist. Vol. 17. 
2 “The Will of Reuben Thornton”, Vol. 43, Va. Mag. Hist. 
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Richard White. Sarah was the daughter of Francis and Mary (Talia- 
ferro) Thornton, and the grand daughter of Francis and Alice (Savage) 
Thornton. 

Thomas and Sarah Slaughter had at least four children who grew to 
maturity and married; namely;— 

Thomas, mentioned in Reuben Thornton’s Will. The presumption is 
that he married a Robinson. 

Sarah, married Gabriel Slaughter, Governor of Kentucky.* 

Lucy, married Jesse Slaughter, brother of Gabriel. 

Frances, married ................ Yancy. (Probably Charles). 5 

The first Thomas Slaughter of Caroline (wife Sarah) left no will 
as far as can be ascertained. It seems apparent that before the year 
1783, his son had become “Thomas of Caroline’; he was a man grown, 
according to Reuben Thornton’s will, in 1763, and he may have been 
the Thomas Slaughter whose name appears on the Caroline tithable 
lists from 1783 to 1811. In 1787 he appears jointly with Charles C. 
Robinson as the owner of thirty four slaves.6 Beginning with the 
year 1800 the names Thomas Slaughter, Senior and Thomas Slaughter, 
Junior appear regularly until 1811; then, until 1826, the name Thomas 
Slaughter is not listed at all. 

It is not known whom Thomas, son of Thomas & Sarah, married. 
From the fact that he had a nephew named Robinson it could be 
inferred that he had married a wife of that name and that the reference 
was to her nephew rather than his. However, there had been other 
Slaughter-Robinson marriages, and there might easily have existed the 
same kinship to both husband and wife. According to the volume, 
“Robinson Family of Middlesex,” page 227, “Dr. Charles Carter Rob- 
inson, who lived near Bowling Green was the son of Benjamin Robin- 
son of Hewick; he married Fanny Slaughter of Culpeper”. 

Thomas Slaughter, son of Thomas and Sarah, had at least one child, 
Alice Savage Slaughter, who married, December twelfth, 1812, Joel 
Thompson Doniphan. (Caroline County marriage Bonds, page 74). 
The writer is at this time unable to produce the data which will prove 
the fact, but by careful examination of all available sources supple- 
mented by information furnished by descendants of Joel T. and Alice 
Savage (Slaughter) Doniphan he has been forced to the conclusion that 





3 Car. Co. Order Book Part 2, 1732-1740, pp. 406-411-542. 

4 Apparently there were_no children; Governor Slaughter married secondly, in 
1797, Sally Hord (Orange Co. marriage record). By his second marriage he had 
three children. two sons and a daughter. He was married a third time, to Mrs. Elizabeth 
(Thomson) Rhodes who long survived him.; no issue. aAKy. State Historical Society 
Register, 1904, age 50.) Jesse Slaughter and Lucy Thornton Slaughter were married 
November 25, 1787, by the nga James Taylor. (Orange Co. Marriage Records.) 

5 Va. Mag. Hist., Vol. . Another effort by Dr. Stanard to clear the Slaughter 
record. In a foot-note he i “Compiled chiefly from notes left by the late John 
S. Carpenter of Louisville, of . additional notes can be found in Green’s Culpeper 
County’. This was written in 1914 

6 “I, Thomas Slaughter of dns Comnty, of Coaciine for love | and affection for my 
nephew, Charles Carter Robinson, and his wife Frances. gift of slaves. 
Signature, Thomas Slaughter, Jr., September 15, 1794. Will “Book 8, page 68, Cul- 
peper County. 








ie ee 


ee SS 








GENEALOGY 177 


she could be no other than the daughter of this particular Thomas 
Slaughter. It may be borne in mind that Sarah Thornton, his mother, 
was the grand daughter of Alice (Savage) Thornton. And there 
“has been a saying” in the family descendants of Alice Savage Slaugh- 
ter Doniphan, for more than a hundred years residents of Louisiana, 
that they were descended from two Virginia grandmothers with the 
sanguinary names of Savage and Slaughter. 


IN CHANCERY 


One of the suits in Chancery in which Thomas Slaughter of Caroline 
became involved grew out of the disputed settlement of the estate of 
Lemuel Shipp. The points at issue will be best understood by an exami- 
nation of Mr. Shipp’s Will. The original may be found in the office of 
the County Clerk, in Caroline; a copy is in the archives at Richmond, 
though not among the papers relating to the suit in Chancery. 


THE WILL OF LEMUEL SHIP 


In The name of God, Amen; I, Lemuel Ship, of the county of Caro- 
line, and the parish of St. Mary’s being sick and weak of body but 
of sound and perfect memory knowing the uncertainty of this mortal 
life do make and declare this my last will and testament in manner 
and form following. 


Item: I give to my beloved wife my negroe girl Jinny, and all my 
household furniture, stock of any kind, also my crop and and any debt 
due to me either on bond or open account to dispose of as she thinks 
proper also my land bought of Benjamin Sacra after paying all my 
just debts out of the goods and chattels. I also lend her all the rest of 
my estate during her natural life. 


Item; I give unto my brother Richard Ship’s four daughters, namely, 
Mary Ship, Betsey D. Ship, Narcissa Ship and Sophia Ship after my 
beloved wife’s death all the negroes that I now possess, namely, Esther, 
Tulip, Jacob and June, also all the increase that may arise from the 
said negroes, to them and their heirs forever; and if either of the said 
girls, namely, Mary Ship, Betsey D. Ship, Narcissa Ship or Sophia 
Ship should die leaving no issue lawfully begotten my desire is that 
her portion should be divided equally among the sisters then surviving; 
lastly, I constitute and appoint my beloved wife Extrx and Mr. Jona- 
than Furnell Extr of this my last Will & Testament in witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and seal this thirtieth day of April in 
the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty seven. 

(Sig) Lemuel Ship. 


Signed sealed and delivered in the presence of witness Wm. Boutwell. 
Caroline July Court, 1788. 
The last will and testament of Lemuel Ship, deceased, was proved 
by one witness and ordered certified, and on the motion of Thomas 
Slaughter and on his taking the oath required by Law and entering 
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into a Bond a Certificate is granted him for obtaining letter of Admin- 
istration with Will annexed. 


(Sig) Jno. Pendleton, D. C. 


Thomas Slaughter of Caroline was a widower at the time of the 
death of Lemuel Ship, on a date in 1787 not definitely determined, 
prior to the date of his appointment to the post of administrator of 
Mr. Ship’s estate he had married the widow. Richard Ship, the father 
of the residuary legatees was indebted to his brother’s estate which 
indebtedness Administrator Thomas endeavored to collect, in 1788. De- 
tails are lacking, but a small portion of his bill of complaint entered 
at the trial which ensued has been preserved. 

“ ...that your orator, since the death of Lemuel Ship hath inter- 
married with Lucy his widow....that she did tell your orator that 
after the death of Lemuel Ship in the year 1787 she did sell to Richard 
Ship sixty three pounds of bacon for three pounds three shilling and 
in the same year put into his hands five pounds eight shillings to pay 
the collector for the taxes due from the estate, but that he failed 
to apply the same to that purpose and hath refused to return the 
said .... Sworn to by Thomas Slaughter, August 13th, 1789’. 

On March 27th, 1790, Thomas Slaughter entered another suit against 
Richard Ship, and as he did not appear, a body attachment was issued 
against him; a copy is in the file, but it is not dated. He, with his 
children had removed to Kentucky. It appears that he had gone se- 
curity for Lemuel in a transaction with Thomas Ayres, and Lemuel’s 
estate was not able to meet the obligation. The papers do not disclose 
the final out-come of the suit. 


Prior to the year 1804 Lucy (Ship) Slaughter died and the children 
of Richard Ship took steps to secure their inheritance, what ever it 
might be. Since moving to Kentucky Mary Ship had married James 
Shepherd, Narcissa had married John Edwards; Sophia was still a 
minor; Betsey D. was apparently, dead. Richard the father was still 
living. 

At the May court, 1804, Caroline County, a suit was filed by John 
Tayloe Lomax, Attorney for the Plaintiffs, which was titled “Legatees 
of Ship vs. Slaughter’. The bill of particulars accused Administrator 
Slaughter of mismanagement, and of mis-appropriation. Immediately 
it developed that all of those who knew anything vital to the interests 
of the plaintiffs in the case had ‘gone to Kentucky,’ making it necessary 
to secure evidence by affidavits and depositions; consequently the case 
was continued from year to year on this account, and until the year 


1812. 


The Depositions 


The incident of the depositions is interesting as showing, if for no 
other reason, how great had been the emigration from Caroline County 
to Kentucky and the surprising number of those who had lived neigh- 
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bor to Lemuel Ship in Virginia, and who were supposed to be familiar 
with his affairs. 


Before proceeding further with the Depositions it is proper to say 
that Thomas Slaughter as soon as the suit was filed prepared and 
presented his Answer, which, during the entire period of the suit’s 
duration he neither changed nor amended in any manner. He had 
filed with the court at proper intervals his accounts as Administrator, 
all of which had been examined and approved and accepted in due 
form. As a part of his answer he filed copies of these reports. He 
let them speak for themselves. 


Thomas Slaughter’s Answer 


“The answer of Thomas Slaughter the Administrator of Lemuel 
Ship to the bill of Complaint exhibited against him by John Sheppard 
& others against him in Caroline Court. 


This Defendant now and at all times hereafter reserving to himself 
all benefit of exception to the many incertainties &c., in the said bill 
contained for answer thereto or to so much thereof as he can answer. 
He saith that on the 2lst October, 1787, he settled his account of his 
administraion a copy of which is hereto annexed as part of this answer 
that in July 1800 he again had a further settlement a copy of which 
is also hereto annexed & that these two accounts contain a full & fair 
account of all his transactions as far as he knows or believes except 
one claim against Richard Ship for which a suit is now depending in 
the Superior court of Chancery. This Defd’t having fully answered 
& denying all combination &tc., prays to be hence dismissed with his 
costs. 

July Caroline Court 1805 


Sworn to in Court by Thomas Slaughter. 
Jno. Pendleton, D. C. 


Of the account of 1787, referred to in the answer, a fragment is 
among the papers. It shows that as Administrator Thomas had ex- 
pended for various items and charges—taxes—debts and other expenses, 
the sum of 239 pounds, 2 shillings, 11 pence, and had realized from the 
sale of products of the plantation, &c., the sum of 138 pounds, two shill- 
ings, eleven pence, leaving the estate indebted to him 101 pounds. This 
account was endorsed “Received, approved, by the Court & admitted 
to record”. 

By the peculiar terms of Lemuel Ship’s Will the debts due him, 
whether Bond or open account were to go, as collected, to his wife, 
(now Mrs. Slaughter) “to dispose of as she thinks proper”; at the 
same time he provides that his own debts are to be paid, “out of my 
goods and chattels”. It would appear that a good part of the estate 
consisted of these accounts payable, “Bond and open account”, all of 
which was devised to his wife, and not considered a part of his estate— 
a point which seems to have escaped the residuary legatees in far off 
Kentucky. 
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THE DEPONENTS 


On July 15th, 1806, Richard Young, Wm. Vawter, Wm. Steel, James 
Garnett and Elisha Wooldridge of the County of Woodford, and Rich- 
ard Ship of Shelby County, in the State of Kentucky, are subpoenied 
to give evidence by deposition in the case of—“All or any two.” 

Of those listed in Woodford County James Garnett deposed that he 
had married a sister of Lemuel Ship—that Ship had recently visited 
him in Kentucky “and that he was well acquainted with his affairs and 
his financial condition, which was good”. 

Richard Ship, from Shelby County, responded with a lengthy depo- 
sition, not all of which need be quoted. The suit then pending against 
him in the Caroline Court may or may not have lent its motivating 
influence to his line of thought and expression while deposing in Shelby, 
which he did on Ocober 2d, 1806. 

“Lemuel Ship’s property was quite sufficient to pay all of his debts, 
but Slaughter after his marriage to the widow in a few weakes had 
daughter married of his own? and in order to make preparations 
for the wedding killed pork and sent down to my house to get a large 
steer and killed before an inventory was made of the estate. After 
daughter’s marriage he gave her part of said deceased property for 
housekeeping ... .” 

“Deponent further sayeth that the Deft’t Thomas Slaughter, boarded 
his son with the deceased in his lifetime to go to school and the sd 
Slaugther was sued for the money & Replevied the debt and that 
Lemuel Ship died before the Replevied Bond run ought he believed”. 


As time went on more Depositions were deemed necessary; on one 
occasion subpoenas were dispatched to Richard Taylor, William Taylor, 
William White, Warren Gerrard and William Pope, Gentlemen, of 
Jefferson County, Kentucky. 

Later similar requests were sent to Elisha Ford, Reuben Owens, 
Abraham Cook, Thomas Johnson, Gentlemen, of Shelby County. 

The general tenor of such of the depositions as are found in the 
papers is to the effect that Lemuel Ship was generally supposed to pos- 
sess an estate amply able to discharge any debts he may have con- 
tracted. The outcome of the suit brought by Shepherd is not disclosed. 
The final action seems to have been that of the Judge or Clerk who 
indorsed the file, “March, 1812. Suit abated by Deft’s Death”. 


EXCRS OF GALE vs. SLAUGHTER 
Mention has been made of a bequest of fifty pounds, currency, 


7 Caroline County Marriage Records (already referred to) “‘Nov. 25th 1787, 
Jesse Slaughter and Lucy Thornton Slaughter. Married by Rev. James Taylor.” 

f this was the marriage in question it proves that Thomas Slaughter, the Ad- 
ministrator, was the Thomas Slaughter who married Sarah Thornton, mentioned in a 
record of 1736. If he were, say, 21 years old at that time he would have been 72 at 
the time of this wedding, and 97 at the time of his death in 1812. Possible perhaps, 
ae pat ee. Jesse Slaughter took his bride to Kentucky immediately; there they 
ived and died. 
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devised to Nephew Thomas Slaughter by Reuben Thornton,® who 
died in 1768. A number of Executors were designated by the testator 
but only two of them qualified, nephews James Taylor and George 
Thornton. 

Colonel John Thornton, and Francis Thornton of Fall Hill, brothers 
of Reuben, became successive owners of the land which was sold to 
pay the various legacies. Colonel John was also “Agent” for one 
William Gale with whom Thomas Slaughter, both Senior and Junior, 
had had business transactions which, resulting in claims and counter 
claims, had finally brought them to court. 


Among the papers found which relate to the court proceedings be- 
tween Thomas Slaughter and William Gale there is only one that is 
whole and legible. It is a Deposition given by Executor James Taylor 
in a suit entitled “Executors of William Gale vs. Thomas Slaughter”, 
which dealing as it does with an admittedly complicated transaction, 
and leaving something to the imagination, seems to indicate clearly 
that Thomas Slaughter was finally forced to pay his own legacy. 


Deposition of Col. James Taylor 


“The Deposition of James Taylor, aged 68, being duly sworn, taken 
in a suit in Chancery depending in the Court of Caroline, between 
Thomas Slaughter Plf., and the Excrs. of William Gale, Def’t. This 
Deponent saith that Reuben Thornton of Caroline County made his 
will in writing dated the 23rd of March, 1763, in which he leaves the 
sd Slaughter a Legacy of 50 pounds and directs his Executors to 
sell a parcel of land to enable them to pay his Debts and Legacies. 
This deponent together with George Thornton having qualified and 
taken upon themselves the execution of the said will, did sell the sd 
land to Francis Thornton of Spotsylvania County who gave his bond 
for the payment of the same, that some time after which the said 
Francis agreed to exchange the land with Colo. John Thornton of 
Caroline for other lands lying in the County of Culpeper and that the 
said John was to pay the said Francis a considerable sum of money 
as a difference of the value of said lands, that the said John Thornton 
being at the time agent of the said Gale proposed that the sum of 50 
pounds the said Slaughter Legacy should be received by him as agent 
for Gale, to which this deponent and the said George Thornton, at the 
request of the said Thornton and Slaughter consented, and as the said 
John was indebted to the said Francis for the exchange of Lands, the 
said Francis indebted to the sd Exrs for the sd Purchase, and the 
Excrs chargeable with the sd Legacy, it was agreed by all the parties 
that the sd 50 pounds should be so transferred all around and this de- 
ponent having never been applied to by the sd Slaughter for payment 
in any other manner nor having ever understood till lately that the sd 
Slaughter was called on to pay the 50 pounds, had supposed it to have 





8 See “The Will of Reuben Thornton,” Va. Mag. Hist. Vol. 43. 
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been finally settled and what confirmed him in that belief was, that 
Colo. John Taliaferro informed this deponent they found an entry on 
the said John Thornton’s books whereby it appeared that the sd John 
Thornton had charged the said Francis with the payment of 50 pounds 
to the sd Slaughter, and this Deponent further saith that he has lately 
seen an account rendered by the sd John Taliaferro to Francis Thorn- 
ton wherein the article of 50 pounds paid to the sd Slaughter is made 
an Item in the Acct and further this Deponent saith not. 


James Taylor. 


The above deposition was taken and sworn to before us in presence 
of the parties at Turner’s tavern this 5th Day of Decr, 1801. 
Louis Battaile 
I. Woodford. 


All of which it must be acknowledged throws but little additional 
light upon the identity of Thomas Slaughter of Caroline—in or out of 
Chancery. 
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St. GeorcE TucKER, CITIZEN OF No Mean Criry. By Mary Haldane Cole- 
man. Richmond, The Deitz Press, 1938. 190 pages. $3.00. 


Mrs. Coleman has presented in this book an admirable sketch of this 
“Citizen of No Mean City.” She based her study of the domestic life 
of St. George Tucker mainly upon the papers which have laid for many 
generations under the eaves of the attic of the Tucker House facing 
Nicholson Street at the corner of the Palace Green in Williamsburg. 
When I say that Mrs. Coleman was perfectly “at home” with her sub- 
ject, I do not write in a spirit of levity, nor do I merely refer to the 
fact that she has made her home in the house which St. George Tucker 
built. I should like to indicate by that phrase the idea also that the 
author has an instinctive sence of historical fitness. This gift is essen- 
tial for any interpretation of colonial and ante-bellum Virginia to which 
young Tucker came as a prospective scholar for William and Mary 
College and remained to devote a long life of service to its best interest. 


It is well that this book came from the pen of a writer who under- 
stands the period, place, and people about whom she writes. Mrs. Cole- 
man does not intrude herself upon the story; she has written with re- 
straint, allowing the Tuckers, for the most part, to speak for themselves 
through copious quotations from their writings. For years, she has felt 
that the pictures of long past conditions which the Tucker paper por- 
tray would be “more vivid and true to life, if given simply and without 
self-consciousness, in the words of the men and women, whose portraits 
they hold.” Here and there in the book, through her illuminating com- 
ments, she helps a less sympathetic reader understand the real meaning 
behind the sentiments expressed in the letters and remarks of the 
Eighteenth and early Nineteenth centuries. 

The book corrects mistakes in the sketch of St. George Tucker in the 
Dictionary of American Biography. He was not graduated from William 
and Mary in 1772; that was the year in which he enrolled in college; 
at the battle of Guilford Courthouse, he was a major in the company of 
General Robert Lawson of Prince Edward County, in which battle he 
was wounded rather than in the siege of Yorktown; he became professor 
of law at William and Mary in 1790, not in 1800. 


Mrs. Coleman’s book is a study of the private life of St. George 
Tucker, a phase to which she limited herself because, as she put it, she 
did not feel qualified to discuss his influence in the field of politics, law, 
and science. This side which she has charmingly developed, showed 
us the early home life of Tucker in Bermuda, his schooling, arrival in 
Virginia and student days at William and Mary, his courtship of the 
widow, Mrs. Frances (Bland) Randolph, married life, his own account 
of military service, a second marriage to a second widow, Mrs. Lelia 
(Skipwith) Carter, and his declining years. There are to be found 
glimpses of Tucker’s poetic strain, sense of humor, affectionate, gen- 
erous disposition, and scientific bent. He built a bathhouse supplied by 
piped water drawn from the well; he drew plans for a steam engine; 
and he invented a code signal by means of flares. One of his most pro- 
nounced characteristics was his love and loyalty for his family. This 
amounted almost to a religion with him and was shown by his sympa- 
thetic understanding of family problems and his effort to alleviate dis- 
tresses of his kinsmen. 
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Besides its importance, as a picture of the family life of an interesting 
personality in Virginia’s history, this book also gives the diary which 
St. George Tucker kept during the Yorktown campaign from September 
28 to October 20, 1781. This is as important historically as the letters 
he wrote the same year from Guilford Courthouse and from the Penin- 
sula of Virginia which were published nearly sixty years ago. For in- 
stance, it gives historical basis for Cornwallis’ Cave at Yorktown in the 
following excerpts written in October: “Wednesday 10th . . . Secy 
Nelson this Day came out of York . .. Thursday 1lth ... I this day 
dined in Company with the Secretary. He says ... Lord Cornwallis 
has built a kind of Grotto at the foot of the Secretary’s Garden, where 
he lives underground.” 

Mrs. Coleman is to be congratulated on this work. Apart from its 
value as a book of source material on Virginia manners and customs, 
or as important military data, especially for Yorktown, this book is a 
conspicuous and delightful picture of a man blessed with beauty, 
strength, affection, and such charm that people of every age, rank, and 
position became his friends and admirers. As one reads this sketch, 
St. George Tucker appears as one of those rare characters who had 
knowledge without being dull or didactic, and who possessed the grand 
manner without losing the common touch. 


Rosert Hunt LAnp. 
William and Mary College. 


CoLonists oF CAROLINA IN THE LINEAGE OF Hon. W. D. Humpurey. By 
Blanche Humphrey Abee. Octave, cloth, illustrations, partial index; pp. 
xii. 259. Address: Mrs. Blanche Humphrey Abee, 5303 Branch Ave., 
Tampa, Fla. 


We are always glad to add to our library any data about North Caro- 
lina and Mrs. Abee’s book helps us to do this in a large degree. 

Besides giving the pedigrees of many families whose origin was in 
Virginia, the volume gives much of interest about the early history of 
the state—the settlements of Whitoak and New River immediately pre- 
ceding the landing of DeGraffenreid in 1710, the first courts, the erec- 
tion of counties, its participation in the various wars, its politics and its 
modes of transportation. 

The sketch of the Shackelford family will be of interest to many Vir- 
ginians of the name. Mary, daughter of John Shackelford of Essex 
County, Va., who removed to Carteret County, N. C., married Enoch 
Ward. The Shackelfords and Wards seem to have gone to Carteret 
County at about the same time, Francis and John Shackelford being the 
first of that family, and Richard Ward, the great grandson of Seth 
Ward the emigrant, being among the early Wards to appear in the 
records of that county. Both of these families were prominent in the 
affairs of the county and state. 

Almost entirely submerged by the encroaching waters of the Atlantic 
are the graves of some of these early Wards, and a short distance 
south of this point an unusual formation known as Shackerford Banks 
makes the beautiful little town of Beaufort, the only resort on the At- 
lantic Coast which faces the south. 

The book will be of inestimable value to those interested in the migra- 
tion of Virginians and others to North Carolina, the history of the state, 


and to genealogists. 
REBECCA JOHNSTON. 
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Fiicut Into Ostivion. By A. J. Hanna. Johnson Publishing Company, 
Richmond, Virginia. Illustrations by John Rae. $2.75 


This is a thrilling contribution to the history of the Southern Con- 
federacy. It is an important addition to that period of the conflict of the 
War Between the States of which little has been written or published. 
It gives to the public the first detailed description of the retreat of the 
President of the Confederacy and his cabinet, giving in full the inner 
and intimate particulars of the news of the disaster at Appomattox, the 
commotion, agonies and chaos in Richmond, the hasty conferences, the 
gathering or destruction of the records, and then train travel to Dan- 
ville, Greensboro, Charlotte to the end just south of Irwinsville, in 
southern Georgia. It is true that much has been written and gladly 
published as to the attempted escape of Mr. Davis in his wife’s clothing, 
as well as the unpleasant innuendoes as to the taking of the gold and 
silver of the Confederate treasury, both of which have been seized 
upon in attempts to traduce the name and fame of the leader, and 
which have been “sweet morsels” for the pens of Northerners and some 
native scallawags. This book scotches forever all the implications that 
Mr. Davis or his cabinet, in any unworthy manner or intent, seized upon 
the treasure for any other purpose than the continuance of the war for 
that freedom for which the Confederacy was formed. The whole of 
this gold and silver is accounted for, and not a dollar of it adhered to 
the fingers of the retreating commander-in-chief or his cabinet. 

When the large cavalcade reached Abbeville there was a break-up of 
the parties—Mr. Benjamin and General Breckenridge taking separate 
routes, the former to the Atlantic coast and the latter to the gulf coast 
of Florida. The flight of these two cabinet members forms the most 
thrilling chapters of the volume, beset with such difficulties, sufferings 
and labors until their escapes, one to the Bahamas and the other to 
Cuba, such trials as the world has seldom heard or men have experi- 
enced. The retreat of Mr. Davis was at all times dignified, in keeping 
with his position and character, but the two cabinet members had to 
adopt disguises and make their ways as criminals, with prices on their 
heads. Mr. Davis declined to leave Confederate soil “while a Confed- 
erate regiment was on it.” Indeed, this book of 250 pages lends its 
probative affirmation to the judgment of the years that have gone, 
leading to the final estimate that Mr. Jefferson Davis was great, grand 
and pure as a statesman, leader and patriot. 


Of this volume it is not enough to say that it is gripping or engross- 
ing—it is romantic, tragic, compelling. If an “unreconstructed rebel” 
obtains a copy, he must resolve that there can be no more sleep for him 
until the last page is studied, and then the temptation will be to imme- 
diately read it all over again. The South proved hospitable to the 
travelers, except the pitiable phases related of the people of Greensboro 
and Charlotte, who, when they saw the harrassed travelers “passed by 
on the other side,” and in the case of the Good Samaritan named 
Zebulon B. Vance, who was willing to take them “to an inn” and “take 
care of them.” 

The whole of the story is told without bias or prejudice. While 
it relates the facts as to the unrelenting hatred of the Federals; the re- 
wards offered; the continuous demands for revenge; the posting of 
rewards at every cross-road; the insistent calls of newspapers and 
periodicals that “Jefferson Davis must be tried, convicted and sentenced 
for treason,” it is but the relating of the hysteria of the months follow- 
ing the fall of Richmond. 

Notwithstanding all this feeling, the capture and indictment, the 
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chains, and afterwards his peaceful death, though disfranchised, through 
all his poverty and trials, Jefferson Davis sleeps in Hollywood, sur- 
rounded by all that is mortal of those nearest and dearest to him, 
guarded by Fitzhugh Lee, of the Cavalry, Eppa Hunton, of the infantry, 
and George L. Christian and Hunter McGuire, the stoutest of the de- 
fenders of the rights of the South. And who will say, in the years to 
come, that the burial place of Jefferson Davis on the James is not more 
endearing and quite as worthy of reverence and pilgrimage as the tomb 
on the Hudson or the mausoleum at Springfield, as no guilty fact has 
been found, no sentence executed against him, and all accusing tongues 
are silenced. If other secessions come in the future—if the soviets, 
fascists or nazis decide to detroy the Union and seek the abrogation 
of the Constitution, the part played by the organization of the Southern 
Confederacy shall be understood and appreciated, even in New England, 
as a mild protest against oppression and invasion. 


Epwarp L. Ryan. 





ARCHIBALD CARY OF AMPTHILL, WHEELHORSE OF THE REVOLUTION. By 
Robert K. Brock. Garrett and Massie, Publishers. Richmond. $3.00. 


There is a curious inequality in history that throws the limelight on 
certain favored indiviuuals and leaves others almost as important in 
the shade. This fact is illustrated in the history of Virginia in the 
Revolutionary period. Whole libraries have been written on Wash- 
ington and Jefferson, the main figures, and Patrick Henry has come 
in for considerable attention. But the others of that marvelous genera- 
tion that steered the Revolution and created the American Republic— 
how little has been written about them? Ouside the limits of Virginia— 
even wihin the state—how few people have heard of George Wythe, 
Richard Bland, Peyton Randolph, Robert Carter Nicholas, Francis 
Lightfoot Lee, Edmund Pendleton, John Page and the other Revolu- 
tionary leaders? And yet these were men who did, in large part, the 
work. 

For this reason it is a gratification to all of those interested in the 
marvelous history of Virginia that Senator Brock, of Farmville, has 
contributed the life of one of the neglected leaders of the Revolution, 
Archibald Cary, whose fine colonial estate of Ampthill is the seat of a 
great chemical factory, though, fortunately, the old house itself has been 
removed and preserved by Snator Hunsdon Cary, of Richmond. 

Archibald Cary was one of the foremost Virginians of his day; in- 
deed, it is almost true to say that he was second to none in his genera- 
tion. He was a successful planter and industrialist; a member, and 
prominent member, of the House of Burgesses for many years, and a 
singular bold and fearless Revolutionist. When in a crisis of the Revo- 
lution he heard that Patrick Henry was thinking of setting up as dic- 
tator, Cary threatened him with the dagger of Brutus and Cassius. 
Early in the Revolution he advocated tarring and feathering Tories 
who could not be brought to reason. All in all, he was a positive and 
determined character. 

He took a prominent part in affairs all through the war. When the 
state was invaded in 1781, Cary was one of those who urged Jefferson 
to build a fort at Hood’s to block the river, and he advised other salu- 
tary measures. He was a useful, practical, highly patriotic citizen who 
served his country well all his life. But he did not take part in mili- 
tary operations and he did not enounce new political doctrines, for 
which reason he is unknown today. The solid citizen, the responsible 
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man, is the person who does the real work in all ages and seldom re- 
ceives any credit. Archibald Cary was of that type, and it is a pleasure 
to find that he is not absolutely forgotten, that he has at last found a 
biographer. 

Senator Brock has written a book that is not only sound historically 
but that is well-written and interesting. It should be in every Virginia 
library, for it tells the story of a representative Virginia gentleman in 
the great period of Virginia history. Few letters of Archibald Cary 
remain, but the author has done such good work in piecing together 
the evidence that is to be found that personal letters are hardly needed 
to give us a picture of this Virginia leader of the eighteenth century— 
able, generous, ardent, irascible and always genuinely and unselfishly 


patriotic. 
H. J. EcKENRODE. 
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